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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-10-05

XI PITCHES FOR CLOSER TIES WITH BANGLADESH,
SEEKS BRI PUSH

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Xi Jinping  

Chinese President Xi Jinping said he stands ready with Bangladesh leaders to better align the
two countries’ strategies and jointly promote the construction of his multi-billion dollar Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) to take the strategic partnership of the two countries to new heights.

Mr. Xi made the remarks on Sunday in an exchange of congratulatory messages with his
Bangladesh counterpart, Mohammad Abdul Hamid, on the 45th anniversary of the establishment
of the bilateral diplomatic relationship.

In his message, Mr. Xi hailed the steady and long-term friendship, saying he is ready to work
with Mr. Hamid to better align development strategies with Bangladesh, step up cooperation
under the framework of the BRI and push forward the China-Bangladesh strategic, cooperative
partnership to a new level, official media reported.

With over $26 billion Chinese investments and $38 billion dollars funding commitments,
Bangladesh is one of the largest recipients of China’s massive infrastructure project.

China has also offered zero-tariff treatment to 97% of Bangladesh’s exports by adding 5,161
more items to the existing list of 3,095 duty-free products.

The BRI seeks to build rail, maritime and road links from Asia to Europe and Africa in a revival of
ancient Silk Road trading routes.

India’s concerns

The BRI has been a major bone of contention between India and China as one portion of the
corridor passes through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

Besides Pakistan, where China initiated over $60 billion as part of the China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), China has stepped up its huge infrastructure investments in Bangladesh,
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Maldives rising concerns of its growing influence in India’s immediate
neighbourhood.

The BRI is President Xi’s top priority initiative, which aims firm up China’s global influence.

‘Debt-diplomacy’

The initiative has, however, attracted allegations, especially from the U.S., of debt-diplomacy
after Sri Lanka handed over its Hambantota Port to a state-run Chinese firm in 2017 for a 99
years’ lease in a debt swap amounting to $1.2 billion. Malaysia has also deferred several
projects under the BRI, citing cost revaluation.

Mr. Xi, in his message to Mr. Hamid, also said the two countries had worked jointly to fight
against COVID-19.
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Earlier, China had sent medical team to Bangladesh to share its experience of handling
coronavirus, which had emerged first in Wuhan in December last year.

Bangladesh is also among a dozen countries where the clinical trials of Chinese vaccine are
under way.
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2020-10-06

RAJA MANDALA: INDIA, QUAD & VALUE OF
COALITIONS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

Few of Delhi’s bilateral relations get as much attention as its growing engagement with
Washington and none of its many global groupings generate as much political heat as the so-
called Quad — the quadrilateral framework that brings India together with the US and its Asian
allies, Japan and Australia.

The Quad, whose foreign ministers are meeting today in Tokyo could certainly emerge, at some
point in the future, as a critical element not only for India’s foreign and security policy but also a
definitive moment in the evolution of post-War Asian economic and security architectures.

Meanwhile, confusion reigns on what the Quad is and its future in India’s international relations.
Sustaining that confusion is the proposition that India is abandoning its “sacred” tradition of non-
alignment in favour of a military alliance with the US in order to counter the China threat.
Although External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar affirmed that India will not join any alliance, the
chatter on India’s impending alliance has acquired a life of its own. One way of clearing that
confusion is to ask four questions.

The first question is about the nature of alliances. Although they have a negative connotation in
our foreign policy discourse, alliances are very much part of statecraft and as old as war and
peace. They are a means to enhance one’s power. They are about deterring or defeating one’s
adversaries. They involve written (in a treaty) commitments to come to the defence of the other
against a third party. Beyond the pure version, alliances come in multiple shapes and forms —
they could be bilateral or multilateral, formal or informal and for the long-term or near term. How
they work varies according to the distribution of power within the members of an alliance and the
changing nature of the external threat.

Alliances figure prominently in India’s ancient strategic wisdom embodied in the Mahabharata,
the Panchatantra and the Arthashastra. Contemporary Indian domestic politics is always about
making and unmaking alliances — between different castes and communities. Yet, when it
comes to India’s foreign policy, alliances are seen as a taboo.

Part of the problem is that India’s image of alliances is frozen in the moment when India became
independent. As the Western powers — the US, UK, and France — that joined Soviet Russia to
defeat fascist Germany turned against Moscow after the Second World War, a newly-
independent India did not want to be tied down by alliances. That notion is seen as central to
Indian worldview. However, Indian diplomatic practice, as everywhere else, is different from the
declared canon.

That brings us to the second question. Does India forge alliances? Contrary to conventional
wisdom, India has experimented with alliances of different kinds. Let us start with the Indian
nationalist movement. During the First World War, some nationalists aligned with Imperial
Germany to set up the first Indian government-in-exile in Kabul. In the Second World War,
Subhas Chandra Bose joined forces with Imperial Japan to set up a provisional government in
Port Blair, Andaman Islands.

Jawaharlal Nehru, who unveiled the policy of non-alignment among the great powers, did not
rule out alliances in a different context. When the three Himalayan Kingdoms — Bhutan, Nepal

https://indianexpress.com/about/jawaharlal-nehru
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and Sikkim — turned to Delhi for protection amidst Maoist China’s advance into Tibet during
1949-50, Nehru signed security treaties with them. Nehru, who actively opposed US alliances in
Asia, turned to the US for military support to cope with the Chinese aggression in 1962. Delhi
desperately sought, but did not get, security guarantees from the US, UK and Soviet Russia
after China tested its first nuclear weapon in 1964.

Indira Gandhi signed a security cooperation agreement with the Soviet Union in 1971 to cope
with the crisis in East Pakistan. Then, as now, there was much anxiety in Delhi about India
abandoning non-alignment. India also signed a similar treaty of friendship with the newly-
liberated Bangladesh in 1972.

India does do alliances but the question is when, under what conditions and on what terms.

That brings us to the third question. Is the US offering India an alliance against China? To be
sure, US Deputy Secretary of State Stephen Beigun recently mused about the Quad turning into
some kind of an alliance in the future. But one speech does not an alliance make. In fact, the
current political discourse in Washington is hostile to alliance-making.

President Donald Trump does not miss an opportunity to trash US alliances. His Democratic
rival, Joe Biden, talks of strengthening US alliances, but there is no promise to build new ones.

In any case, formal commitments do not always translate into reality during times of war.
Pakistan, for example, thought its 1954 bilateral security agreement with the US was about
dealing with India. For the US, it was about countering communist aggression. Pakistan was
deeply disappointed that the US did not prevent its division by India in 1971. Even within the
long-standing US military alliances with Japan and the Philippines, there is much legal quibbling
over what exactly is the US’s obligation against, say, Chinese aggression.

If you filter out the noise on the Quad, it is quite clear that Washington is not offering a military
alliance. Nor is Delhi asking for one because it knows India has to fight its own wars. Both
countries, however, are interested in building issue-based coalitions in pursuit of shared
interests.

The fourth question is about the instrumental nature of alliances. Agreements for security
cooperation are made in a specific context and against a particular threat. When those
circumstances change, security treaties are not worth the paper they are written. Consider
India’s security treaties with Nepal, Bangladesh and Russia. The 1950 Treaty was designed to
protect Nepal against the Chinese threat. But large sections of the political elite in Kathmandu
no longer see a danger from its north. Worse still, Nepali communists have long argued that the
Treaty is a symbol of Indian hegemony. India’s 1972 security treaty with Bangladesh did not
survive the 1975 assassination of the nation’s founder, Mujibur Rahman.

India’s own enthusiasm for the 1971 treaty with Moscow waned within a decade, as Delhi sought
to improve relations with Beijing and Washington. Russia was willing to support India against the
China challenge in the 1970s. But today, Beijing is Moscow’s strongest international partner — a
reality that has a bearing on India’s strategic partnership with Russia.

No country is more instrumental about alliances as China. Chairman Mao aligned with the Soviet
Union after the establishment of the People’s Republic in 1949 and fought the Korean War
against the US during 1950-53. He broke from Russia in the early 1960s and moved closer to
the US in the 1970s.

Mao, who denounced US alliances in Asia, was happy to justify them if they were directed at

https://indianexpress.com/about/indira-gandhi
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Russia that he saw as a greater threat to China. He also welcomed Washington’s alliance with
Tokyo as a useful means to prevent the return of Japanese nationalism and militarism. Having
gained immensely from the partnership with the US over the last four decades, China is trying to
push America out of Asia and establish its own regional primacy.

Unlike Communist China, a democratic India can’t be brutally transactional about its external
partnerships. But Delhi could certainly learn from Beijing in not letting the theological debates
about alliances cloud its judgements about the extraordinary economic and security challenges
India confronts today. The infructuous obsession with non-alignment diverts Delhi’s policy
attention away from the urgent task of rapidly expanding India’s national capabilities in
partnership with like-minded partners. An India that puts its interests above the doctrine will find
coalitions like the Quad critical for its international prospects.

The writer is director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore
and contributing editor on international affairs for The Indian Express
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-10-06

INDIA PLANS $6-BILLION REFINERY PROJECT IN
MYANMAR TO CEMENT TIES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Myanmar

India on Monday proposed to build an ambitious $6-billion petroleum refinery project near
Yangon, to firmly establish its credentials as a serious and viable development partner of
Myanmar.

This was a key takeaway from a rare two-day joint visit by Indian Army chief Manoj Mukund
Naravane and foreign secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla to Myanmar.

India seeks to ensure that the neighbouring country does not get firmly set in China’s orbit. “This
project would be a win-win arrangement for both countries…. As of now, Indian Oil Corp. (IOC)
has evinced interest in the project," said a person aware of the matter, on the condition of
anonymity.

Other highlights of the visit include presenting 3,000 vials of Remdesivir, considered as a viable
option to treat covid-19 patients, to state counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi in a “symbolic move of
India’s commitment to assist Myanmar in its fight against the pandemic", he said. The promise to
import 150,000 tonnes of urad from Myanmar till 31 March 2021 and a grant of $2 million for the
construction of a border haat (village) bridge at Byanyu/Sarsichauk in Chin state to provide an
impetus to increased economic connectivity between Mizoram and Myanmar were some of the
other key outcomes of the visit.

India’s moves come amid a renewed effort by Beijing to woo Myanmar, which has been
criticized by some countries for its treatment of the Rohingyas, seen as residents of Myanmar’s
Rakhine state, who fled to Bangladesh after a crackdown by Myanmarese troops.

In January, Chinese President Xi Jinping visited Myanmar and the two countries signed a slew
of pacts, including a concession and shareholder’s agreement for the Kyaukphyu Special
Economic Zone off the Bay of Bengal. With a deep-water port, it is the terminus of the 1,700-km
China-Myanmar Economic Corridor, a major link in Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative whose other
end lies in China’s Yunnan province. Other agreements covered oil and gas pipelines, and road
and rail projects from southern China through Myanmar to Kyaukphyu.

“This is a very bold move," former foreign secretary Kanwal Sibal said about India’s plans to set
up the refinery. “It is a very strategic project aimed at reducing Myanmar’s dependence on
China’s infrastructure building. India cannot counter China by merely saying it has an ‘Act East’
policy. The investment is substantial to catch Myanmar’s attention," Sibal said. Queries to
spokespersons of IOC and the ministry of petroleum and natural gas late on Monday evening
did not elicit any response till press time.

Utpal Bhaskar contributed to this story
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-10-06

A STRATEGIC DEALING WITH CHINA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

On July 2, an article in The Economist was headlined Hit Them Where It Hurts Us: India has few
good ways to punish China for its Himalayan land-grab. It argued that “most economic sanctions
would harm India, too”. Instead of taking knee-jerk, retaliatory decisions against China following
border flare-ups, India should consider joining the rest of the world in reining in China and calling
it out for its worst excesses.

Consider this: Chinese venture capitalists have poured in more than $8 billion into some of
India’s most successful startups. China supplies many goods and services that India needs, and
will continue to need. While India relies heavily on imports from China, a smaller portion of
China’s imports are from India.

Data | Is an economic boycott of China feasible for India?

Further, the timing of the economic decoupling with China that India is attempting could not have
come at a worse time. The Indian economy, which was faring badly even before COVID-19
struck, is badly affected by it. The pandemic is showing no signs of abating. The situation is not
going to get any better over the next few quarters unless India takes pragmatic steps to
overcome these challenges. On the economic front, India must re-engage with China
economically even as it confronts it militarily.

In fact, China itself provides lessons on this strategy. China claims Taiwan as its own territory
and sometimes threatens invasion. In August, a top official from Taiwan said that Taiwan faces
an increasingly difficult position as China pressures it to accept conditions that would turn it into
the next Hong Kong. But China remains the top destination for Taiwan’s exports and outbound
investment. Trade between the China and Taiwan has remained strong over the past four years.
The Taiwanese firm Foxconn, for instance, makes almost all the iPhones that the world buys
from factories in China.

Similarly, tensions simmer between China and the its largest trading partner, the U.S., but that
doesn’t stop China from continuing to do business with the U.S. Tesla’s massive car and battery
plants are coming up in China and American farmers still sell soya to China, though U.S.
soybean exports to China have fallen.

Comment | How to counter China

The European Union, China’s second largest trading partner, continues to be robustly engaged
with China. A recent report by the Norwegian logistics firm Tschudi bared the surprising extent of
overland trade facilitated by rail links established with Europe by China as part of its Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI). On this, a report of the China Railway Corporation, cited by Tschudi,
makes a telling point that “in the first half of 2017 more than 3,000 container trains” ran “between
the two continents since the start of 2017 exceeding the total for the previous six years
combined and serving 35 cities in China, with 34 destinations in Europe”.

Unlike India, which has been talking for years about establishing road and rail connectivity with
its immediate neighbours and even Southeast Asia but doing little about it, China’s ambitious
BRI is a vision that is being realised in quick time. This has now reached India’s doorstep and is
bad news for India.

https://www.economist.com/asia/2020/07/02/india-has-few-good-ways-to-punish-china-for-its-himalayan-land-grab
https://www.economist.com/asia/2020/07/02/india-has-few-good-ways-to-punish-china-for-its-himalayan-land-grab
https://www.thehindu.com/data/data-is-an-economic-boycott-of-china-feasible-for-india/article31903776.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/how-to-counter-china/article31996064.ece
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Comment | Can India decouple itself from Chinese manufacturing?

The Brookings Policy Brief of May 2020 titled India’s limited trade connectivity with South Asia
2020 details how “after 2005, China has consistently increased its trade with South Asia”. It
says, “Defying the logic of proximity, most of India’s neighbours are now largely reliant on China
for their imports.” India in fact is in danger of becoming a bit player in its own backyard.

China under President Xi Jinping is strategic. Mark Leonard, the Director of the European
Council on Foreign Relations, elaborated on the depth of debate and discussion that goes into
Chinese policymaking in his 2008 book What Does China Think. The Chinese American
economist, Yukon Huang, makes the same point in far greater detail in Cracking the China
Conundrum. India should listen to these voices and not react in a knee-jerk manner with China.

Uday Balakrishnan, a former visiting fellow at NIAS, CEU Budapest and CCS-IISc has taught at
IISc Bengaluru

You have reached your limit for free articles this month.

To get full access, please subscribe.

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days free trial. Sign Up

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/can-india-decouple-itself-from-chinese-manufacturing/article31864821.ece
https://www.brookings.edu/research/indias-limited-trade-connectivity-with-south-asia/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/indias-limited-trade-connectivity-with-south-asia/
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=32746869&utm_campaign=op-ed&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=32746869&utm_campaign=op-ed


Page 11

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Please enter a valid email address.

Subscribe to The Hindu now and get unlimited access.

Already have an account? Sign In

Start your 14 days free trial Sign Up

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=32746869&utm_campaign=op-ed#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=article&utm_campaign=hindu
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 12

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-10-06

ON THE QUAD, DEFINE THE IDEA, CHART A PATH
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

It is reported that the second Ministerial meeting of the four countries under the Quad will be
held in Japan. Sadly, the person who conceived this idea, Shinz Abe, has stepped down as the
Prime Minister of Japan. Mr. Abe was a strategic thinker who thought beyond the limited
timeframe of Japanese revolving-door politics. In 2007, the Quad (the United States, Japan,
India, and Australia) was an idea whose time had not yet come. That was a different world.

The global financial crisis was still lurking in the shadows as America continued to enjoy its
‘unipolar moment’. The American establishment still believed that it could, somehow, persuade
China to become a ‘responsible stake-holder’ and, in any case, required Chinese goodwill in
dealing with America’s priorities — the nuclear issue with North Korea and Iran, and the War on
Terror. Japan and Australia were riding the China Boom to prosperity. If India was ambivalent at
the time, it was because this mirrored the uncertainties of others.

Quad | The confluence of four powers and two seas

China’s shrill reaction to the idea of four like-minded countries establishing a plurilateral platform
was, prima facie, intriguing. The idea was barely on the table; there was no clearly enunciated
concept or proposed structures, much less joint understandings. The Chinese, however, labelled
it as an Asian version of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. It became evident years later
that the real reason for China’s hyperreaction was out of concern that such a grouping would
“out” China’s plans for naval expansion by focusing on the Indo-Pacific maritime space. China
was hoping that its naval build-up might slip under the radar because the Americans were
distracted by continental challenges including Russia, Afghanistan and Iran, and would not look
sea-ward.

Once the idea of Quad 1.0 had died down, China gained in confidence to reveal its hand. It
advanced a new claim — the Nine-Dash Line — in the South China Sea; it undertook the rapid
kind of warship building activity reminiscent of Wilhelmine Germany before 1914; it built its first
overseas base in Djibouti; and it started systematically to explore the surface and sub-surface
environment in the Indian Ocean beyond the Malacca Straits. This entire activity was
coordinated by a Central Leading Small Group for Protecting Maritime Rights and Interests,
established in 2012. The manner of China’s dismissal of the Arbitral Award in the dispute with
the Philippines on the South China Sea and its brazen militarisation of the islands after its
President had publicly pronounced to the contrary, has once again brought the four countries
onto the same page and given a second chance to the Quad.

The Chinese are skilled at obfuscation. They will, perhaps, endeavour to conflate the Quad with
the Indo-Pacific vision, and link both to the so-called China Containment Theory. The Quad
nations need to better explain that the Indo-Pacific Vision is an overarching framework that is
being discussed in a transparent manner, with the objective of advancing everyone’s economic
and security interests. The Quad, on the other hand, is a plurilateral mechanism between
countries that share interest on specific matters.

Editorial | A new dimension: On India-U.S.-Australia-Japan Quadrilateral

There are other such mechanisms in the region. In 2016, China itself established a Quadrilateral
Cooperation and Coordination Mechanism with Afghanistan, Pakistan and Tajikistan and, more
recently earlier this year, another one with Pakistan, Afghanistan and Nepal. The Quad is no

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/after-the-tsunami/article20461149.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/after-the-tsunami/article20461149.ece
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exception.

This time around, the four countries are navigating through more turbulent waters. The global
pandemic and the faltering global economy are taking a toll on the region’s growth and
prosperity. The two major Pacific powers (China and America), are moving into a more
adversarial phase of their relationship. Public opinion about China in all four countries is different
from what it used to be in 2007. The fact of the meeting itself will signal to China that assertive
or aggressive behaviour is not going to derail this mechanism. The forthcoming Ministerial
meeting will be an opportunity to define the idea and chart a future path. Needless provocation
of China should be avoided. There is no gain in actions that anger the Chinese with no
commensurate benefit to the others.

In a recent address to the U.S.-India Strategic Partnership Forum (USISPF) on August 31, the
U.S. Deputy Secretary of State, Stephen Biegun, spoke about making sure that all the countries
were moving at the same speed. This is an important statement because a plurilateral
mechanism should also serve national interest. He also suggested that other countries might be
invited to join in the future. This too is welcome; India has many other partners in the Indo-
Pacific.

Comment | Is the Quad rising after China’s challenge at the LAC?

A positive agenda built around collective action in humanitarian assistance and disaster relief,
monitoring shipping for search and rescue or anti-piracy operations, infrastructure assistance to
climatically vulnerable states, connectivity initiatives and similar activities, will re-assure the
littoral States that the Quad will be a factor for regional benefit, and a far cry from Chinese
allegations that it is some sort of a military alliance.

Time to shift focus to the maritime sphere

An outreach to the Indian Ocean littoral states is especially important since there are motivated
reports from some quarters suggesting that India is, somehow, seeking to deny access, or to
create infrastructure that impedes the legitimate movement of some extra-regional countries
through the Indian Ocean. Prime Minister Abe had presciently said in the Central Hall of the
Parliament of India on August 22, 2007 (https://bit.ly/2HFYS45) - “A ‘broader Asia’ that broke
away geographical boundaries is now beginning to take on a distinct form.” It is the right time to
realise Mr. Abe’s dreams.

Vijay Gokhale is a former Foreign Secretary of India and a former Ambassador to Germany and
to China
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2020-10-06

INDIA AND AUSTRALIA FURTHER STRENGTHENS
THEIR PARTNERSHIP ON SKILLING AGENDA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Australia

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship(MSDE) and High Commission of Australia
holds meeting for Cooperation in Vocational Education and Training.In an endeavor to support
Vocational Education and Training (VET) in India and Australia, the Union Minister for Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship, Dr. MahendraNath Pandey and Mr. Barry O’Farrell,
Australian High Commissioner, today participatedin a virtual meeting to operationalize &
implementCooperation in VET to promote development of occupational standards in priority
industry sectors.
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This was in line with the joint participation of the Prime Minister of India and the Prime Minister
of Australia in the India-Australia Leaders' Virtual Summit held on 4thJune, 2020. Earlier, on this
occasion, a Joint Statement for Comprehensive Strategic Partnership document between both
the countries was announced including the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on
Cooperation in Vocational Education and Training between the Ministry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship and the Department of Education, Skills.

During the meeting, Minister emphasized on making firm progress in the forthcoming Joint
working group meeting between India & Australia. Talking about post-COVID era, Dr Pandey
highlighted the skill priorities of India like, mapping of job roles in the health sector and better
migration and mobility. These are high priority areas for India as per the New Education policy in
enhancing Vocational education in School education and the collaboration with Australia shall be
crucial in this aspect.

Mr. Barry O’Farrell, Australian High Commissioner, said, “The joint working group meeting will
further assist us in formulating focussed interventions to deliver on the skills agenda across both
the nations. Through this partnership, we will ensure a collaborative and clear plan of action to
address the priority areas in skill development.”
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Further in the joint meeting, which was also attended by Shri Praveen Kumar, Secretary,
MSDE and Smt. JuthikaPatankar, Additional Secretary, MSDE, the importance of joint
planning and implementation of collaborative programmeswas emphasized with a focus on
salient points such as industry sectors; enhancing capacity and quality of trainers and
assessors; internships and apprenticeship exchanges and; facilitation of linkages between
VET providers and industry in both the countries.

The MoU will establish new pathways between the two countries to share information and
best practice between the respective VET systems. The agreement will help identify new
ways of working together and areas of possible collaboration that include mutual priority
areas of industry engagement, quality assurance models, and teaching standards. So far,
MSDE has signed MOUs with eight countries including Japan, UAE, Sweden, Saudi
Arabia, Russia, Finland and Morocco for cooperation in the field of vocational education
and training.

The partnership will help foster closer ties between thegovernments and training providers,
and ultimately, open up new areas of opportunity for millions of VET learners in both
countries.

For more information on Skill Development, please follow the links below:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/SkillIndiaOfficial; Twitter: @MSDESkillIndia;

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzNfVNX5yLEUhIRNZJKniHg

****

YKB/SK

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship(MSDE) and High Commission of Australia
holds meeting for Cooperation in Vocational Education and Training.In an endeavor to support
Vocational Education and Training (VET) in India and Australia, the Union Minister for Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship, Dr. MahendraNath Pandey and Mr. Barry O’Farrell,
Australian High Commissioner, today participatedin a virtual meeting to operationalize &
implementCooperation in VET to promote development of occupational standards in priority
industry sectors.
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This was in line with the joint participation of the Prime Minister of India and the Prime Minister
of Australia in the India-Australia Leaders' Virtual Summit held on 4thJune, 2020. Earlier, on this
occasion, a Joint Statement for Comprehensive Strategic Partnership document between both
the countries was announced including the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on
Cooperation in Vocational Education and Training between the Ministry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship and the Department of Education, Skills.
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During the meeting, Minister emphasized on making firm progress in the forthcoming Joint
working group meeting between India & Australia. Talking about post-COVID era, Dr Pandey
highlighted the skill priorities of India like, mapping of job roles in the health sector and better
migration and mobility. These are high priority areas for India as per the New Education policy in
enhancing Vocational education in School education and the collaboration with Australia shall be
crucial in this aspect.

Mr. Barry O’Farrell, Australian High Commissioner, said, “The joint working group meeting will
further assist us in formulating focussed interventions to deliver on the skills agenda across both
the nations. Through this partnership, we will ensure a collaborative and clear plan of action to
address the priority areas in skill development.”
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Further in the joint meeting, which was also attended by Shri Praveen Kumar, Secretary,
MSDE and Smt. JuthikaPatankar, Additional Secretary, MSDE, the importance of joint
planning and implementation of collaborative programmeswas emphasized with a focus on
salient points such as industry sectors; enhancing capacity and quality of trainers and
assessors; internships and apprenticeship exchanges and; facilitation of linkages between
VET providers and industry in both the countries.

The MoU will establish new pathways between the two countries to share information and
best practice between the respective VET systems. The agreement will help identify new
ways of working together and areas of possible collaboration that include mutual priority
areas of industry engagement, quality assurance models, and teaching standards. So far,
MSDE has signed MOUs with eight countries including Japan, UAE, Sweden, Saudi
Arabia, Russia, Finland and Morocco for cooperation in the field of vocational education
and training.

The partnership will help foster closer ties between thegovernments and training providers,
and ultimately, open up new areas of opportunity for millions of VET learners in both
countries.

For more information on Skill Development, please follow the links below:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/SkillIndiaOfficial; Twitter: @MSDESkillIndia;

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzNfVNX5yLEUhIRNZJKniHg

****
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-10-08

INDIA, JAPAN FINALISE TEXT OF PACT FOR AI, 5G
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Japan

S. Jaishankar  

India and Japan on Wednesday welcomed the finalisation of the text of a cybersecurity
agreement that will promote cooperation in key areas such as 5G network and Artificial
Intelligence.

The announcement on the agreement followed the 13th India-Japan Foreign Ministers’ Strategic
Dialogue between External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and his Japanese counterpart Motegi
Toshimitsu in Tokyo.

“The two ministers... welcomed the finalisation of the text of the cybersecurity agreement. The
agreement promotes cooperation in capacity building, research and development, security and
resilience in the areas of Critical Information Infrastructure, 5G, Internet of Things (IoT), Artificial
Intelligence (AI), among others”, a statement from the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said. It,
however, did not clarify what role each country would play under this.

The announcement is expected to draw the attention of the stakeholders in the Indian 5G sector
as it gets ready to open up for international operators and especially since there is lack of clarity
on possible participation of Chinese technology majors in the 5G arena.

The two Ministers also exchanged ideas on regional and global issues of “mutual interest and
agreed that the strong and enduring partnership between the two countries will play a pivotal
role in overcoming challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic”.

The ongoing military tension along the Line of Actual Control in eastern Ladakh was expected to
feature in the talks but the official statements did not elaborate on that point.

The Ministers reiterated that the Indo-Pacific region has become more important in the current
global circumstances, and reaffirmed similarities in their vision. The Japanese Foreign Minister
highlighted the 50 billion Yen emergency assistance loan and a 1 billion Yen grant for provision
of medical support to India that will help India fight COVID-19. He also raised the issue of
abduction of Japanese nationals by North Korea and asked for early resolution. Mr. Jaishankar’s
conveyed India’s support to finding a closure.

Jaishankar, Payne meet

Mr. Jaishankar also met his Australian counterpart Marise Payne on Wednesday. This was the
second meeting between him and his Japanese and Australian counterparts a day after they
participated in the “Quad” ministerial dialogue along with U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-10-08

FOUR FOR ONE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON QUAD,
INDIA AND THE U.S.

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

With the second meeting of the Australia-India-Japan-United States Quadrilateral Strategic
Dialogue of Foreign Ministers in Tokyo on Tuesday, the Quad has entered a decisive phase.
The Ministers, who had last met at the UN General Assembly, made a considered push to hold
the meeting, despite the COVID-19 pandemic. In a departure from the earlier secrecy, they
made public a large part of their deliberations, including the decision to make the FM meeting an
annual event, to cooperate on combating the pandemic, and on building infrastructure,
connectivity and a supply chain initiative in the region. As the host, Japan’s Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga dispelled any notion that he might not be as proactive as his predecessor, Shinz
Abe, who originally conceived the idea in 2007. Australia’s Foreign Minister Marise Payne
attended despite the two-week quarantine that she faces on return, and India’s External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar undertook the journey despite the government’s preoccupation with the
LAC standoff. But it is probably the U.S. that displayed the most eagerness to hold the meeting,
just weeks before the Presidential election. Mr. Trump’s COVID-19 illness and sudden
hospitalisation prompted U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo to cancel other scheduled stops,
in South Korea and Mongolia. But in Tokyo, he made it clear that his mission was to direct the
Quad towards building a coalition to counter Beijing’s aggression in the region, saying that their
partnership was not “multilateralism for the sake of it”. He called on the entire Quad to
“collaborate to protect” the region from what he called the “CCP’s exploitation, corruption, and
coercion”, pointing to the LAC standoff, as well as Chinese aggression in the South and East
China Seas. What he seemed to propose was not just a coalition of democracies committed to a
free and open Indo-Pacific, as the Quad’s informal charter has thus far stated. Instead, the U.S.
seems keen on turning the Quadrilateral into a full-fledged military alliance of countries facing
tensions with China.

The government should not downplay the import of such openly stated intentions. While Japan
and Australia are bound by alliance treaties to the U.S., New Delhi has thus far charted its
course on strategic autonomy. Mr. Pompeo’s words could well be bluster borne of politics ahead
of the U.S. elections, but they point to an interest in bringing India into bilateral tensions in the
Indo-Pacific, while inviting the Quad to take a role in India-China tensions as well. The Modi
government has rebuffed such suggestions, and any shift would be unwise now. India has much
to gain strategically and in terms of capacity building from the Quadrilateral dialogue, but little
from the impression it is being led by Washington on an important initiative for the region in
which India is an equal and important stake-holder.
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the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
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misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-10-10

ARMENIA, AZERBAIJAN AGREE ON CEASE-FIRE IN
NAGORNO-KARABAKH

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

MOSCOW : With Russia's mediation, Armenia and Azerbaijan agreed to a cease-fire in
Nagorno-Karabakh starting at noon Saturday following two weeks of heavy fighting that marked
the worst outbreak of hostilities in the separatist region in a quarter-century.

The countries' foreign ministers said in a statement that the truce is intended to exchange
prisoners and recover the dead, adding that specific details will be agreed on later.

The announcement followed 10 hours of talks in Moscow sponsored by Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov, who read the statement. It stipulated that the cease-fire should pave the
way for talks on settling the conflict.

If the truce holds, it would mark a major diplomatic coup for Russia that has a security pact with
Armenia but also cultivated warm ties with Azerbaijan.

The latest outburst of fighting between Azerbaijani and Armenian forces began Sept. 27 and left
hundreds of people dead in the biggest escalation of the decades-old conflict over Nagorno-
Karabakh since a separatist war there ended in 1994. The region lies in Azerbaijan but has been
under control of ethnic Armenian forces backed by Armenia.

The talks between the foreign ministers of Armenia and Azerbaijan were held on invitation from
Russian President Vladimir Putin, who brokered the cease-fire in a series of calls with President
Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan and Armenia's Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian.

Armenia said it was open to a cease-fire, while Azerbaijan previously had made a potential truce
conditional on the Armenian forces’ withdrawal from Nagorno-Karabakh, arguing that the failure
of international efforts to negotiate a political settlement left it no other choice but to resort to
force.

Russia has co-sponsored peace talks on Nagorno-Karabakh together with the United States and
France as co-chairs of the so-called Minsk Group, which is working under the auspices of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe.

Speaking in an address to the nation Friday hours before the cease-fire deal was reached, the
Azerbaijani president insisted on his country's right to reclaim its territory by force after nearly
three decades of international talks that “haven’t yielded an inch of progress."

“Mediators and leaders of some international organizations have stated that there is no military
solution to the conflict," Aliyev said. “I have disagreed with the thesis, and I have been right. The
conflict is now being settled by military means and political means will come next."

The current escalation marked the first time that Azerbaijan's ally Turkey took a high profile in
the conflict, offering strong political support. Over the past few years, Turkey provided
Azerbaijan with state-of-the-art weapons, including drones and rocket systems that helped the
Azerbaijani military outgun the Nagorno-Karabakh separatist forces in the latest fighting.
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Armenian officials say Turkey is involved in the conflict and is sending Syrian mercenaries to
fight on Azerbaijan’s side. Turkey has denied deploying combatants to the region, but a Syrian
war monitor and three Syria-based opposition activists have confirmed that Turkey has sent
hundreds of Syrian opposition fighters to fight in Nagorno-Karabakh.

In an interview with CNN Arabic aired Thursday, Azerbaijan’s president admitted that Turkish F-
16 fighter jets have stayed on in Azerbaijan weeks after a joint military exercise, but insisted that
they have remained grounded. Armenian officials had earlier claimed that a Turkish F-16 shot
down an Armenian warplane, a claim that both Turkey and Azerbaijan have denied.

Turkey's involvement in the conflict raised painful memories in Armenia, where an estimated 1.5
million died in massacres, deportations and forced marches that began in 1915 as Ottoman
officials worried that the Christian Armenians would side with Russia, its enemy in World War I.

The event is widely viewed by historians as genocide. Turkey denies the deaths constituted
genocide, saying the toll has been inflated and that those killed were victims of civil war and
unrest.

Turkey's high profile in the conflict worried Russia, which has a military base in Armenia. The
two countries are linked by a security treaty obliging Moscow to offer support to its ally if it
comes under aggression.

At the same time, Russia has sought to maintain strong economic and political ties with oil-rich
Azerbaijan and ward off Turkey's attempt to increase its influence in the South Caucasus without
ruining its delicate relations with Ankara.

Putin and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan have negotiated a series of deals to
coordinate their conflicting interests in Syria and Libya and expanded their economic ties. Last
year, NATO member Turkey took the delivery of the Russian S-400 air defense missiles, a move
that angered Washington.

A cease-fire in Nagorno-Karabakh would allow the Kremlin to stem Turkey's bid to expand its
clout in Russia's backyard without ruining its strategic relationship with Ankara.

While Turkey has aspired to join the Minsk Group talks as a co-chair, the statement issued by
Armenia and Azerbaijan contained their pledge to maintain the current format of the peace talks.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-10-10

CHINA SLAMS QUAD AS A ‘CLOSED CLIQUE’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

Firm alliance:A photo of the October 6 meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the Quad nations in
Tokyo.AFPCHARLY TRIBALLEAU  

China on Friday said it was opposed to “organising closed and exclusive cliques”, underlining its
wary response to this week’s ministerial meeting of the Quad grouping, or India, Australia, Japan
and the U.S.

At Tuesday’s ministerial meet in Tokyo, U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo singled out China
as a threat to the region, although the three other Foreign Ministers, including External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar, did not directly mention China.

They did, however, express broad concerns about maintaining a rules-based order, freedom of
navigation and the peaceful resolution of disputes in the region.

“As partners in this Quad, it is more critical now than ever that we collaborate to protect our
people and partners from the Chinese Communist Party’s exploitation, corruption, and coercion,”
Mr. Pompeo said. “We’ve seen it in the South China Sea, in the East China Sea, the Mekong,
the Himalayas, the Taiwan Straits. These are just a few examples.”

Speaking at a press briefing in Beijing on Friday, the first following the week-long national
holiday in China, Foreign Ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying said in response to a question
on the Quad meet, “This is now the 21st century and we are living in an era of globalisation. The
interests of all the countries are so intertwined that organising closed and exclusive cliques will
not help to build mutual trust and cooperation, especially when we are faced with urgent tasks of
fighting the pandemic and reviving the world economy.”

Common interest

“We hope countries will bear in mind the common interest of all countries and focus on beating
the virus with collective efforts, while creating a peaceful environment and cooperation
opportunities for the regional and global economic recovery,” she added.

China’s state media has been particularly critical of Mr. Pompeo, and highlighted the fact that he
was the only one among the four Ministers to directly mention China. “Pompeo said it was
critical now for the U.S.’s regional allies in the Indo-Pacific region to counter the Communist
Party of China’s exploitation, coercion and corruption in the South and East China seas, the
Mekong, the Himalayas, and the Taiwan Straits. Meanwhile, other Quad members have been
cautious,” said a commentary in the Party-run Global Times by Shen Yi, professor at the School
of International Relations and Public Affairs at Fudan University in Shanghai.

“Such a result could be argued as predictable, as each of the Quad members is calculating their
own separate interests,” Mr. Shen said.

“The U.S., which has signed military alliance treaties with Japan and Australia, now wants to
rope India in to boost not only the alliance and to gang up on China. However, such a goal is not
easy to realise. India is unlikely to take the U.S. side. It has been buttering its bread on both
sides of major power games ever since the Cold War.”
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Mr. Shen said, “the U.S. is hoping to formalise the Quad into a NATO-like alliance”, but the other
members were less enthusiastic. “If the U.S. wants to count India in its ‘Asian NATO’, it would
need to persuade India to give up its Russia-made weapons and substantially invest to change
the standards of Indian firearms to the standards of the U.S.,” he said. “The U.S. has been
barking aloud before and during the Quad meeting. But will it bite with expected ‘unity’ from the
Quad? The answer is no.”
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2020-10-12

TALKING PEACE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

Abdullah Abdullah is no stranger to Delhi, and his visit last week as the Chairman of the High
Council for National Reconciliation in Afghanistan was part of building a “regional consensus” for
the Afghan talks in Doha between the Taliban and representatives of the Afghan government,
civil society and others. India, with its age-old ties to Afghanistan, as well as its strategic
interests in the region, is an important link in this process. The ball, now, is in Delhi’s court.

As the US and the Taliban engaged in talks to fix a timeline for the exit of American and other
international troops from Afghanistan, it was Pakistan that played the facilitator in bringing the
Taliban to the negotiating table. The memory of the Kandahar airstrip in 1999, where India had
to give in to the demands of the hijackers in a deal negotiated by the Taliban, who were acting at
the behest of Pakistan, has been the ghost at this table for Delhi. And the fears have only grown
as, facilitated by the US’s urgent desire to quit Afghanistan, the Taliban looks set to make a
comeback in Kabul, with Pakistan playing a supportive role. In the best case scenario, the
Taliban will return in a power-sharing arrangement with the elected government. In the worst
case scenario, it could be a return to chaos, or a violent take-over as in 1996, should the talks
collapse. Along with the struggle by the two sides in the Afghan talks to find common ground —
one of the sticking points is which school of Islam should be the basis for talks, another if the
talks should mention the US-Taliban agreement — the violence in Afghanistan has continued,
underlining the need for a ceasefire.

Delhi appears to have accepted that it has to play a role in the emerging Afghanistan. From
Abdullah’s visit, it is apparent that Kabul also wants more Indian engagement in the process. But
India seems as yet unsure as to what that role should be. Certainly, opening channels of
communication with the Taliban now seems inevitable even though concerns about the Taliban’s
links with the Pakistan-nurtured Haqqani network and the ISIL are only growing. India must also
resolve a contradiction inherent in any outreach to the Taliban. Can Delhi continue to maintain
that it will have nothing to do with Pakistan? At the very least, it would mean an
acknowledgement that Pakistan has an equally important role in any regional consensus.
Considering the differences in what each country and the two sides in the Afghan talks want as
outcomes of the process in Doha, this is Delhi’s difficult dilemma to solve.

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
and stay updated with the latest headlines
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ENDING CONFLICT IN THE CAUCASUS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Smoke rises after a shelling next to the church of the city of Shusha as fighting between
Armenian and Azerbaijani forces spilled over on October 8, 2020, in the disputed Nagorno-
Karabakh province.   | Photo Credit: AFP

The military confrontation between Armenia and Azerbaijan, the gravest since a fragile ceasefire
was established in 1994, reflects the failure of the Minsk Group of the Organization for Security
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). Co-chaired by Russia, France and the U.S., the Minsk
Group put forward in 2007 the Madrid Principles as the basis for the formulation of a peace
treaty between Armenia and Azerbaijan. Drawn from the 1975 Helsinki Final Act principles,
signed at the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, they provided for a prohibition
on the use of force, respect for territorial integrity, and recognition of the equal right to self-
determination.

In concrete terms, the Madrid Principles envisaged the demilitarisation of Nagorno-Karabakh,
the Armenian majority region that seceded from Azerbaijan towards the end of the Soviet Union,
and the gradual liberation of Azerbaijani territory that Armenia had occupied in the 1991-94 war.
Significantly, these steps are consistent with the UN Security Council’s 1993 resolutions, calling
for the unconditional withdrawal of Armenian occupying forces from Azerbaijan. Besides, the
Madrid Principles mentioned that international peacekeeping operations were to be deployed
immediately after the Peace Agreement came into force, to monitor the Armenian redeployment;
and internally displaced persons and refugees were to be provided the right to return to their
original place of residence.

The Hindu Explains | What’s behind the Armenia-Azerbaijan clashes?

The two Caucasus states also identified more specific guidelines that were to underpin any
peace treaty. The most significant of them was Nagorno-Karabakh’s right to self-governance
and the election of officials with legislative and executive powers during the interim period
preceding a plebiscite. Nagorno-Karabakh would establish judicial institutions, conduct external
relations in certain areas, have representation on OSCE forums relevant to bilateral matters and,
crucially, be accorded representation in international organisations where statehood was not a
constraint. The above catalogue in effect amounts to the grant of statehood for Nagorno-
Karabakh in all but name.

Unsurprisingly, Azerbaijan, seeing itself as the aggrieved party over the years, has adopted a
hawkish stance, matching aggressive rhetoric with a barrage of artillery and aerial attacks.
During the oil boom, Azerbaijan’s defence spending exceeded Armenia’s total budget. In the
current hostilities, the President of Azerbaijan, Ilham Aliyev, has asserted the country’s long-
standing claim over the occupied Nagorno-Karabakh, ruling out any dialogue with Armenia until
the government there offered an apology. Armenia had until recently talked of Nagorno-
Karabakh’s reunion with the country as a precondition for a possible return of other territories.

Staunchly backing Azerbaijan is Turkey, given the deep cultural ties between the two countries.
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan even described Armenia as the “biggest threat to peace in the
South Caucasus”. Mr. Erdogan has also been accused by French President Emmanuel Macron
of sending Syrian rebel forces to fight in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. Despite hosting a
military base in Armenia and entering a mutual defence agreement with that country, the
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Russian response to the hostilities has so far been muted. The U.S. is all but absent from the
picture.

Located in the main corridor of oil and gas supplies to Europe, Armenia and Azerbaijan have
also relied on a nationalist rhetoric and fuelled the dispute through relentless propaganda
against each other. In the absence of a peacekeeping force and the political will for peace, low-
level frictions have persisted over the years. The adversaries cannot indefinitely delay striking
practical compromises to promote their own mutual interest. Difficult as this process may
appear, there is no better starting point than the reasonable framework outlined in the Madrid
Principles.

garimella.subramaniam@thehindu.co.in
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DELHI, MALE INK $400-MN PACT FOR CONNECTIVITY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

S. Jaishankar  

Following up on India’s announcement of a $500 million package to the Maldives, the Exim Bank
of India and the Maldives’s Ministry of Finance on Monday signed an agreement for $400 million
in Male.

The line of credit (LoC) will fund the Greater Male Connectivity Project (GMCP), a key pledge of
President Ibrahim Solih, a statement from the Indian Embassy in Male said. India has also
pledged a grant of $ 100 million for the initiative.

The initial announcement was made at a virtual meeting between External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar and Maldives Foreign Minister Abdulla Shahid in August. “The Greater Male
Connectivity Project will lead to greater possibilities. It is the gateway to a more developed and
economically-resilient nation,” tweeted Mr. Shahid on Monday.

The grant and LoC come in addition to the previous LoC of $800 million, among India’s largest
loans extended in the region.
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ENGAGING QUAD PARTNERS ON REFORMING CHINA-
CENTRED ECONOMIC GLOBALISATION IS A RARE
OPPORTUNITY FOR INDIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

The Quad, or the quadrilateral security dialogue between India, US, Japan and Australia, is now
emblematic of the geopolitical churn in the eastern hemisphere. Less noted but equally
significant is its geo-economic agenda that has drawn South Korea, Vietnam and New Zealand
into the post-pandemic consultations in the so-called “Quad Plus” format. In both the domains,
China is the natural focus. The policy discourse is about blunting Beijing’s ambition to exercise
regional hegemony and preventing it from bending the global economic order in China’s favour.

India finds itself at the frontline on both. Confronting an expansive Chinese aggression on its
frontiers and Beijing’s growing strategic influence in the subcontinent and the Indian Ocean,
Delhi is ready to explore security coalition-building with its Quad partners.

India has also been a pioneer in economic decoupling from China — recall its withdrawal from
the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership in 2019 and its opposition to China’s Belt
and Road Initiative first articulated in 2017. In the wake of the Ladakh aggression, Delhi has
taken up active economic measures against China to limit trade and investment links. It was
natural, then, for Delhi to take part in the economic initiatives of the Quad and its extended
format. But the apparent clarity in Delhi on the geopolitical imperatives of the Quad stands in
contrast to the continuing ambiguity regarding the geo-economic initiatives of the new forum.

India is not alone here. Most chancelleries of the world are deeply divided on how to manage the
relationship between the two. They are all looking to see how the US resolves the dilemmas
involved. That, in turn, hinges a lot on the outcome of the US presidential elections early next
month. If Donald Trump has pushed the US in one particular direction, it is not clear where Jo
Biden, whose prospects for victory seemed to have improved significantly in the last few weeks,
might want to go.

Opinion | C Raja Mohan writes: Confusion reigns on what the Quad is and its future in
India’s international relations

In the last few months, top officials of the Trump administration have laid out a comprehensive
framework for addressing the ideological, political, economic, technological and security
challenges posed by China. But disentangling the web of economic interdependence woven
over the last four decades is not easy.

Pessimists worry that Biden might simply abandon Trump’s challenge to China and return to the
past policies of accommodation. Optimists believe the US establishment now has a clear
appreciation of the challenges posed by China. While there might be a change in the tone and
style of the Biden administration, they hope, it is likely to be disciplined and organised with the
China challenge. They also expect Biden to take the allies and partners into confidence in
dealing with China.

Realists, including policymakers in Delhi, must take a more differentiated view. They must
prepare for a serious contestation within the Biden administration on the China policy.

On the liberal side, the growing band of “climate hawks” in the Biden team might have no time
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for the “China hawks”. They want to end the confrontation with China and begin collaboration to
address the greatest threat to humanity. The liberal human rights caucus wants a tough line on
China’s treatment of its ethnic and religious minorities, but wants to avoid a new Cold War with
Beijing.

Powerful economic interests in the US — including Wall Street and Silicon Valley that are major
contributors to the Biden campaign — would prefer a return to a policy of engagement. They
would hope Biden would use the leverage generated by Trump to repackage commercial ties
with China, declare victory and end the talk of economic decoupling.

Editorial | Meeting in Tokyo could well be the moment when Quad begins to turn from
abstract idea to credible political coalition

Countervailing pressures come from the progressive and labour wings of the Democratic Party
that want Biden to continue Trump’s reorientation of the economic engagement with China.
More broadly, they want a break from the excessive globalisation of the last few decades that
has deindustrialised America and off-shored jobs.

Biden, once the champion of free trade with China, has significantly modified his stance during
the campaign. He has promised not to sign any new free trade agreements without first investing
in American workers.

Some of Biden’s plans do look like parts from Trump’s “America First” policy. Biden wants to
“make more in America” and “buy more American”. Biden has also unveiled an expansive
agenda of “industrial policy” — which was derided until recently — to rebuild American industry
and regain American technological leadership.

Biden says his administration would invest nearly $2 trillion in revamping manufacturing,
developing new transportation technologies, including high-speed rail and electric cars, moving
towards a green economy, and stepping up research on artificial intelligence.

Biden’s industrial policy will surely run counter to the rules of the World Trading Organisation. If
he does follow through on the declared agenda, Biden might be as unforgiving of the WTO as
Trump. Many Democrats are eager to join Republican nationalists in marginalising the WTO.

Some advisers of the Biden camp are echoing Trump’s call for constructing a new network of
supply chains among America’s trusted friends and partners. India’s current participation in the
economic initiatives of the Quad might augur well for Delhi’s engagement with the incipient
debate on reimagining the global trading system. India might also hope that an “Atmanirbhar
America” might create room for domestic industrial policy in a reformed trading order.

But is Delhi ready for a comprehensive reform of the global trading rules? It is one thing to be
part of Quad’s diplomatic consultations on reorienting supply chains. But it is entirely another to
reform India’s economic policy to cope with the unfolding disruption in the global trading system.

If India has had difficulties doing even a mini trade deal with the Trump administration, the going
could be a lot tougher with the Biden team that will link commerce to human rights, labour rights
and environmental standards. Most of India’s partners in the “Quad Plus” grouping, including
Japan, South Korea, Vietnam, Australia, and New Zealand, are all pro-trade and will find ways to
work with the US and each other.

India’s current focus is on drawing foreign investment into domestic manufacturing; but Delhi
has been unable to clinch bilateral trade deals or articulate the case for rejigging the global
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economic order. Engaging the Quad partners on reforming the China-centred economic
globalisation of the last three decades is a rare geo-economic opportunity for India. But it is also
a big challenge, for it involves engineering much internal change. Meanwhile, Beijing has begun
to tease the Biden team with offers of a “fresh start” and “new beginning” on trade and climate
change. Beijing’s objective is to favourably influence America’s internal contestation on China
policy.

This article first appeared in the print edition on October 13 under the title “Quad and the
global churn”. The writer is director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University
of Singapore and contributing editor on international affairs for The Indian Express
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CRISIS IN CAUCASUS: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
ARMENIA, AZERBAIJAN AND NAGORNO-KARABAKH

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The ongoing fighting between Armenian rebels and the Azerbaijani Army in Nagorno-Karabakh,
a self-declared republic within Azerbaijan, risks becoming a wider regional conflict. Though
Armenia and Azerbaijan agreed to a Russia-mediated ceasefire last week after days of fighting,
the truce crumbled immediately amid a blame game. Whatever the truth is, an emboldened
Azerbaijan, backed by Turkey, seems determined to press ahead with its offensive. The conflict
over Nagorno-Karabakh is decades old. The region, largely populated by ethnic Armenians, is
located within the international boundaries of Azerbaijan. Under the Soviet Union, it was an
autonomous province that was part of the Azerbaijan republic. In 1988, when the Soviet power
was receding, the regional assembly in Nagorno-Karabakh voted to join Armenia, triggering
ethnic clashes. After the Soviet disintegration in 1991, Armenia and Azerbaijan went to war over
this largely mountainous, forested enclave. By the time a ceasefire was reached in 1994, the
rebels, with support from Armenia and Russia, had established their de facto rule and extended
their influence to the Armenian border. Ever since, the border has remained tense.

Ending conflict in the Caucasus

What makes the clashes now far more dangerous is the external intervention. Turkey has called
Armenia a threat to peace in the region; the Azeris and Turks share ethnic and linguistic bonds.
Also, the pre-Soviet Azerbaijan was a local ally of the Ottomans when they invaded
Transcaucasia in the last leg of World War I. For Turkey, which, under President Recep Tayyip
Erdoan, is trying to expand its geopolitical reach to the former Ottoman regions, the conflict over
Nagorno-Karabakh is an opportunity to enter the South Caucasus. Turkey also has a particularly
bad relationship with Armenia. But its problem is that Armenia is a member of the Russia-led
Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO). Russia enjoys good economic and defence ties
with both Armenia and Azerbaijan. But Armenia, as a CSTO member and host to a Russian
military base, has more weight. In a wider conflict, Armenia could trigger Article 4 of the CSTO
treaty and ask for Russian help. And if Moscow responds favourably, that would pit Russia
against Turkey, a NATO member. Russia, already involved in military conflicts in Syria, Ukraine
and Libya, may not like opening another front. That is why it has re-emphasised its neutrality
and hosted talks in Moscow for a truce. But it will be forced to take sides if the conflict spills into
Armenia. Both sides should understand the volatile situation and call off the hostilities. Nagorno-
Karabakh has in the past witnessed large-scale ethnic violence. Instead of risking a regional
war, Azerbaijan, Armenia and the Karabakh rebels should go back to the ceasefire and open up
diplomatic channels.
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news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.
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From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.

Subscribe to The Hindu now and get unlimited access.

Already have an account? Sign In

Start your 14 days free trial Sign Up

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=32847463&utm_campaign=editorial#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=article&utm_campaign=hindu


Page 39

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-10-14

QUADRILATERAL HOME TRUTHS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, Japan Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi, Australian
Foreign Minister Marise Payne and U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo remove their
protective face masks before posing for a photograph prior to the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue (Quad) Ministerial meeting in Tokyo on October 6, 2020.   | Photo Credit: AP

Regardless of how or when China’s misbegotten military adventure is going to wind down in
Ladakh, one thing is clear: it has breathed fresh life into the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue as a
loose, consultative entente of like-minded democracies in the Indo-Pacific. On October 6, the
foreign ministers of Australia, India, Japan and the U.S. held a standalone meeting in Tokyo. If
the Quad is to prosper as a geopolitical construct, it would do well to heed four lessons drawn
from the long arc of Asia’s history and geopolitics.

First, there is no such thing as an ‘Indo-Pacific system’. There has never been one, as such,
ever since the rise of the port-based kingdoms of Indochina in the first half of the second
millennium. Rather, there were two Asian systems — an Indian Ocean system and an East
Asian system — with intricate sub-regional balances. The sprawling British empire never
managed to combine the Indo and the Pacific into a unitary system and the effort by a U.S. in
global retreat and relative decline to artificially manufacture one to encircle China will be no
more successful.

Also read | China’s Foreign Minister says U.S. using Quad to build ‘Indo-Pacific NATO’

Second, the Indo-Pacific region possesses no prior experience of enduring peace, prosperity
and stability engineered from its maritime fringes. Rather, dynamic long cycles of Chinese
influence radiating outwards have alternated with sharp periods of centripetal turmoil as China
and the Asian system collapsed upon itself.

The emerging practice of ASEAN-centred multilateralism is more in tune with regional tradition
and historical circumstance than the post-18th century European ‘balance of power’ system,
where the ‘flanking powers’ (Britain and Russia) resisted revisionist challengers to periodically
restore the continent’s equilibrium. For their part, the Indo-Pacific’s ‘flanking powers’, India and
Japan, have never balanced Chinese power throughout their illustrious histories.

Third, the sea lines of communication constitute the connective tissue that links the Indian
Ocean to the Western Pacific. It is also a valuable arena of leverage vis-à-vis Chinese shipping
and resource flows. This leverage must be wielded judiciously on India’s terms, not on the
Quad’s terms. The latter, after all, has little to offer materially with regard to New Delhi’s
continental two-front dilemma but ceding this chokepoint leverage will invite overwhelming
Chinese pressure against the full range of India’s South Asian interests — to which the other
Quad members possess neither will nor desire to answer. For the threat of interdiction to be
credible furthermore, it must not be brandished off-handedly. Except during a general war, no
sustained and significant campaign to interdict the maritime trade of a major power has ever
been successfully mounted since the Napoleonic Wars of the 19th century.

Editorial | Four for one: On Quad, India and the U.S.

Finally, the Quad has a valuable role to play as a check on China’s Indian Ocean ambitions.
India must develop ingrained habits of interoperable cooperation with its Quad partners and,

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/AP/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ladakh-standoff-after-talks-fail-to-break-impasse-china-blames-india-for-tensions/article32845015.ece?homepage=true
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/ladakh-standoff-after-talks-fail-to-break-impasse-china-blames-india-for-tensions/article32845015.ece?homepage=true
https://www.thehindu.com/podcast/the-view-from-tokyo-on-the-quad-ministerial-meet-and-china-the-hindu-in-focus-podcast/article32796467.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/quad-the-confluence-of-four-powers-and-two-seas/article32192770.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/china-fm-calls-us-indo-pacific-strategy-a-huge-security-risk/article32844084.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/four-for-one-the-hindu-editorial-on-quad-india-and-the-us/article32797257.ece


Page 40

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

thereby, pre-emptively dissuade China from mounting a naval challenge in its backyard. On the
other hand, it will be more than a decade or two before the People’s Liberation Army Navy will
be credibly capable of projecting power in these waters.

The shores of the Indo-Pacific littoral are strewn with the bones of Cold War-vintage, pan-
regional architectures that were divorced from the underlying security dynamics. The Quad must
resist this temptation for precipitate design over purpose.

In 2018, in his keynote address at the Shangri La Dialogue, Prime Minister Narendra Modi noted
that India would “work with [its friends] individually or in formats of three or more for a stable and
peaceful region, but [that these] friendships are not alliances of containment”. Reconciling this
capacity to resist armed revisionism while nudging the region’s geopolitics towards cooperation
as opposed to conflict should be India’s, and the Quad’s, priority.

Sourabh Gupta is a senior fellow at the Institute for China-America Studies in Washington, D.C.
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-10-15

CHINESE PRESIDENT XI JINPING INSTRUCTS TROOPS
TO FOCUS ON 'PREPARING FOR WAR': REPORT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Hong Kong: While visiting a military base in the southern province of Guangdong on Tuesday,
Chinese President Xi Jinping instructed troops to "put their minds and energy on preparing for
war", according to news agency Xinhua.

During an inspection of the People's Liberation Army Marine Corps in Chaozhou City, Xinhua
said Xi told the soldiers to "maintain a state of high alert" and called on them to be "absolutely
loyal, absolutely pure, and absolutely reliable", reported CNN.

The purpose of Xi's visit to Guangdong was to deliver a speech on Wednesday to commemorate
the 40th anniversary of the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone, which played a vital role in
helping China's economy become the second-largest in the world.

This military visit came amid heightened tensions between China and US, with issues pertaining
to disagreements over Taiwan and the COVID-19 pandemic.

According to CNN, the White House had earlier notified US Congress on Monday that it was
planning to move ahead with the sale of three advanced weapon systems to Taiwan, including
the advanced High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS).

In response, China's Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian had called on Washington to
"immediately cancel any arms sales plans to Taiwan" and cut all "US-Taiwan military ties."

Even though Taiwan has never been controlled by China's ruling party, Chinese authorities
insist that the self-governing island is an integral part of their territory, with Jinping refusing to
rule out military force to capture it if necessary.

However, relations between US and Taiwan have grown closer under the administration of US
President Donald Trump, despite China's disapproval.

China has also increased military drills around Taiwan, with almost 40 Chinese warplanes
crossing the median line between the mainland and Taiwan on September 18-19 -- one of
several sorties the island's President Tsai Ing-wen called a "threat of force."

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text. Only
the headline has been changed.
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INDIA REMINDS CHINA OF ITS REDLINES ON
SOVEREIGNTY MATTERS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

India made its intent public of delivering a submarine to the Myanmar Navy in a move to secure
its ties with its eastern neighbour amid Beijing’s concerted efforts to increase its influence
around India’s immediate periphery.

Amid the border standoff, New Delhi on Thursday reminded Beijing that it should not cross the
redlines on India’s sovereignty, including the status of the Union territory of Ladakh, which China
said it does not recognize. However, Indian foreign minister S. Jaishankar hoped that talks
between the two neighbouring countries could arrive at a solution.

In a related development, India made its intent public of delivering a submarine to the Myanmar
Navy in a move to secure its ties with its eastern neighbour amid Beijing’s concerted efforts to
increase its influence around India’s immediate periphery. The announcement comes days after
Indian Army chief Manoj Mukund Naravane and foreign secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla
visited Myanmar.

The move is in line with India’s policy to develop close ties with its neighbours, as part of the Act
East policy, which aims to build deeper ties with South-East Asian countries as well as its
broader Indo-Pacific strategy. Around three years ago Bangladesh had commissioned two
submarines procured from China, much to India’s unease. Myanmar’s acquisition of a
submarine also comes amid a spurt in defence hardware purchases by its neighbours in South-
East Asia, including Thailand and Vietnam, in recent years, according to the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute.

When asked about China’s repeated remarks on not recognizing the Union territory of Ladakh
during a foreign ministry briefing in New Delhi, spokesperson Anurag Srivastava said the
centrally administered regions of Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir “have been, are and would
remain an integral part of India". In what can be taken as a warning to Beijing, he added: “China
has no locus standi to comment on India’s internal matters. We hope that countries will not
comment on India’s internal matters, as much as they expect the same of others."

New Delhi has so far refrained from commenting on last year’s protests in Hong Kong, or
allegations of human rights violations in China’s Xinjiang province. New Delhi also seems to be
sensitive to China’s concerns over Taiwan and Tibet, though the Tibetan spiritual leader, the
Dalai Lama, lives in exile in India.

Likewise, on Arunachal Pradesh, which China claims as “Southern Tibet", Srivastava said the
region “is an integral and inalienable part of India".

“This fact has also been clearly conveyed to the Chinese side on several occasions, including at
the highest level," he added.

China’s comments disputing the sovereignty of Ladakh and Arunachal Pradesh come as the
military standoff along the border in Ladakh entered its sixth month. India had first noticed
multiple intrusions by the People’s Liberation Army in Ladakh in May. Since then, tensions have
been at an unprecedented high with both sides suffering casualties for the first time in 45 years.
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Srivastava said the talks earlier this week between military commanders of the two countries
“were positive and constructive" and they “have a better understanding of each other’s
positions". “Disengagement is a complex process that requires redeployment of troops by each
side towards their regular posts on their respective sides of the LAC (Line of Actual Control)
border," he said, adding that “the two sides will maintain the current momentum of
communications".

Speaking at an event organized by news agency Bloomberg, Jaishankar said discussions were
on to break the stalemate, but declined to comment further on the matter.
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AMID TENSIONS WITH CHINA, US UPS TIBET
SCRUTINY WITH NEW APPOINTMENT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Secretary of State Michael Pompeo names Robert Destro as the U.S.’s new Special Coordinator
for Tibetan Issues

The Trump administration appointed a senior official to oversee Tibetan issues after a vacancy
for almost four years, as the U.S. increases pressure on China over its human rights record,
including the use of forced labor among ethnic minorities.

Secretary of State Michael Pompeo on Wednesday named Robert Destro as the U.S.’s new
Special Coordinator for Tibetan Issues. Destro will primarily be responsible for advancing
dialogue between Beijing and the Dalai Lama and protecting the religious, cultural and linguistic
identity of Tibetans, according to the State Department.

“The United States remains concerned with the PRC’s repression of the Tibetan community,
including the lack of meaningful autonomy, the deteriorating human rights situation in Tibetan
areas, and severe restrictions on Tibetans’ religious freedom and cultural traditions within
China," Pompeo said in a statement, referring to the People’s Republic of China.

Destro is currently assistant secretary of the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor.
According to the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom, the special coordinator
post had been vacant since January 2017. The commission had urged the State Department to
fill the job, saying the role was “crucial to raising the profile of religious freedom issues in Tibet
and mobilizing government resources to address the issue."

China’s authority over Tibet has long been an irritant in U.S.-China relations, with support for the
region’s autonomy and its exiled spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, often a bipartisan issue in
Washington. The U.S. in July imposed travel restrictions on Chinese officials determined to be
“substantially involved" in restricting access to Tibet.

Tibet and the neighboring region of Xinjiang have long endured intense social, security and
religious controls, as China seeks to suppress what it calls terrorist and separatist elements.
Last month, prominent researcher Adrian Zenz released a report alleging that China is instituting
a mass labor system in Tibet similar to the one that has ensnared Muslim Uighurs in Xinjiang.

In response to Zenz’s research and additional reporting on the subject by Reuters, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry issued a statement to the news organization saying that forced labor “simply
does not exist" in the country and that workers participated voluntarily and were properly
compensated.

“We hope the international community will distinguish right from wrong, respect facts, and not be
fooled by lies," according to the statement.
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WILL DEFEND RIGHTS IN SOUTH CHINA SEA:
PHILIPPINES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The Philippines is ready to defend the oil and gas exploration it has decided to resume in its
internationally recognised waters in the disputed South China Sea and will not cede that right to
any nation, the energy chief said on Friday.

The Department of Energy announced on Thursday that President Rodrigo Duterte has
approved its recommendation to lift a 6-year-old moratorium on energy exploration in three
offshore areas west of the Philippines, including in potentially oil- and gas-rich Reed Bank, which
China also claims.

Companies with government contracts have been notified to resume their petroleum search,
Energy Secretary Alfonso Cusi said.

Mr. Cusi told reporters in an online news conference on Friday that China was not informed of
the Philippine government’s decision to resume oil exploration in its exclusive economic zone, a
320-km stretch of waters where a coastal state can exclusively exploit maritime resources under
the 1982 U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea.

Reed Bank and two other exploration areas are within the Philippines’ exclusive zone but China
is likely to assert its claim, Mr. Cusi said. “They will not just take it without raising a word. I’m
sure they’re going to write us,” he said.

Asked how the Philippines will respond if China protests, Mr. Cusi replied, “We have to stand up
for our rights, that’s what we are going to do.”
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CHINA’S RISE AND FALL AT THE UN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

The United Nations turned 75 this year. In normal times, September would have seen a grand
Summit in New York but because of the novel coronavirus pandemic, world leaders were forced
to do with video messages to the UN General Assembly. The UN season, though, started on an
auspicious note for India, with India besting China in the elections for a seat on the UN’s
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). This was the first such victory in a decade.

To add to China’s woes, soon after the CSW vote, it lost another election, this time to tiny
Samoa for a seat on the UN Statistical Commission. And a couple of days ago, it just about
managed to get elected to the UN High Rights Council, coming fourth out of five contestants for
four vacancies. Earlier, China’s candidate had lost to a Singaporean in the race for DG World
Intellectual Property Organization.

Also read | ‘Enormous divisions’: China cautious on G4 calling for UNSC reforms

In 2011, India defeated China in a one-on-one election at the UN for a place on the Joint
Inspection Unit. Thereafter, taking advantage of its position as a member of the P-5 and as a
huge aid giver, China made itself invincible in UN elections, capturing, among others, the top
positions at the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the UN Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO), the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). Indeed, India, too, felt this was a UN election behemoth not
to be trifled with, and even as late as last year, pulled out its candidate against the Chinese from
the race for the Director-General, FAO.

But how did China rise to this pre-eminent position at the UN. It all began, as is the case with
India and multilateralism, a century ago with World War I. India was one of the largest
contributors of soldiers in the war against Germany and Turkey and became a founding member
of the League of Nations even though it was a colony. At the end of WWII, India participated in
all the three UN conferences becoming a charter member of the UN even before Independence.
Pakistan, on the other hand, joined the UN in September 1947 on application.

China saw an opportunity in World War I to rid itself of German occupation from some of its
territory and allied with the United Kingdom and France. But they could not send soldiers as the
Japanese, who were in competition with the Germans for the same Chinese territories, also
allied against the Germans and refused to countenance Chinese troops in action. So, the
Chinese sent large numbers of labour to support the western war efforts against Germany and
won an invite at the Versailles Peace Conference. Things, however, did not turn out well as the
West sided with the Japanese and China refused to sign the Versailles Peace Treaty.

Comment | China’s growing clout at the UN

The United States, though, was sympathetic to the Chinese cause, and a few years later helped
reach a peace deal between China and Germany.

World War II saw strong U.S.-China collaboration against the Japanese, including U.S.
operations conducted from India. An incidental but pleasant fallout of the stationing of U.S.
forces in India was the establishment of ice-cream makers in India who, at the end of the war,
bought the plants brought by the U.S. for its forces.
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These old trans-Pacific linkages of the U.S. and China, including the presence of a very large
Chinese community on the west coast of the U.S., are not well known, especially in India, but
China is really “the forgotten ally” of the U.S. to use an expression coined by Oxford Professor
Rana Mitter. This is important to bear in mind as the world, and India, pontificates the outcome
of a U.S.-China contestation and its implications for multilateralism.

Their bilateral ties saw the U.S. include the Chinese in the ‘Four Policemen’, a group of the most
important countries for ensuring world peace post- World War II, along with the real victors of
World War II — the U.S., the USSR and the U.K. This number morphed into the P-5, with
France being added by the UK at the San Francisco conference held in 1945 where the UN
charter was finalised. The pure multilateralism of the League of Nations was thus infused with a
multipolarity, with the U.S. as the sheet anchor.

The U.S. also thought that China would act as a bulwark against the USSR. But that was the
Republic of China (RoC) led by the Kuomintang who were soon routed on the mainland by the
communists and found themselves on the island of Formosa (now Taiwan). This is important as
the People’s Republic of China (PRC) would have us believe that it was a founder of the UN.

Comment | A multilateral alternative, by Asia

RoC retained the UN seat of China till 1971 when it was expelled from the UN and the PRC
admitted as a member giving it a de jure pole position at the UN. U.S. President Richard Nixon
visited Beijing in 1972 and the U.S.’s opening to the PRC certainly paved the way for the
unprecedented economic growth of China. However, in its march to global hegemony, the
COVID-19 pandemic may have caught China on the wrong foot.

Multilateralism is under unprecedented stress fuelled by the COVID-19 pandemic and a certain
disenchantment with globalisation. At the root, of course, is the rise of China and its challenge to
U.S. global hegemony. But for global action there are no substitutes for multilateralism backed
by strong multipolarity relevant to contemporary realities. This demands institutional reform and
not just engagement with extant issues which form the song and dance of diplomacy.

Perhaps most important are institutional reforms in the UN Security Council (UNSC) and at the
Bretton Woods Institutions so that their governance leverages the capabilities of the major
players among both the developed and developing countries. In this context, it is good that
recently India, Germany, Japan and Brazil (G-4) have sought to refocus the UN on UNSC
reform. As proponents of reform, they must remain focused and determined even if these
changes do not happen easily or come soon. This is also the way forward for India which is not
yet in the front row.

Comment | Multilateralism post COVID-19

Earlier in the year, India was elected as a non-permanent member of the UNSC for a two-year
term. India will also host the BRICS Summit next year and G-20 Summit in 2022. These are
openings for India in coalescing the world in critical areas that require global cooperation
especially climate change, pandemics and counter-terrorism. India also needs to invest in the
UN with increased financial contributions in line with its share of the world economy and by
placing its people in key multilateral positions.

Three defeats and a near defeat for China in elections to UN bodies post-COVID-19 and the
negative reaction to its threat of veto to forestall a discussion on the pandemic in the UNSC
clearly point to a disenchantment with China in the globe and is a thumbs down for them. It is
also an opportune moment for India and a Reformed Multilateralism.
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Manjeev Singh Puri is Former Ambassador and Deputy Permanent Representative of India to
the United Nations. The views expressed are personal
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CHINA OPPOSES INDIA-TAIWAN TRADE TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Zhao Lijian  

China on Tuesday asked India to approach ties with Taiwan “prudently and properly”, and said it
would “firmly oppose” any official exchanges between New Delhi and Taipei.

The statement from China’s Foreign Ministry came in response to reports that India and Taiwan
were considering going forward with talks on a trade deal. India and Taiwan in 2018 already
signed a bilateral investment agreement. India-Taiwan trade ties have expanded since, and
Taiwanese firms are prominent investors in India, although India and Taiwan do not maintain
formal diplomatic relations.

“The ‘One-China principle’ is a universal consensus of the international community, including
India,” Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian said at a daily briefing, when asked
about the report on trade talks.

“It is also the political basis for China to develop ties with other countries. So, we firmly oppose
any official exchanges between countries having diplomatic ties with China and Taiwan or
signing any official documents. The Indian side should remain committed to the ‘One-China
principle’ and approach Taiwan-related issues prudently and properly,” Mr. Zhao said.

The Chinese Embassy in Delhi raised with India’s Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) the putting
up of posters in New Delhi on October 10, wishing Taiwan “Happy National Day”, by a member
of the BJP, including outside the Chinese Embassy. The posters were taken down following the
complaint. The posters followed a note sent by the Chinese Embassy to around 250 journalists
asking them not to refer to Taiwan as a “country” or a “nation” while covering an event to be
organised by the Taipei Economic and Cultural Centre in India. The MEA responded to the note,
saying “there is a free media in India, that reports on issues that they see fit”.

On Tuesday, China reacted guardedly to India’s announcement that Australia will join next
month’s Malabar naval exercise with India, Japan and the U.S.

In a terse statement, Mr. Zhao said, “We have taken note of this development. We always
believe that military cooperation between countries should be conducive to regional peace and
stability.”
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2020-10-21

BANGLADESH’S RISE IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR INDIA,
BUT IS OVERSHADOWED BY NEGATIVE DOMESTIC
POLITICS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bangladesh

The International Monetary Fund’s latest World Economic Outlook published last week has
triggered much outrage in India. The provocation was the IMF’s prediction that Bangladesh’s per
capita GDP will overtake that of India this year. The projected difference is rather small —
$1,888 to $1,877 — and unlikely to last beyond this year. But it offered enough ammunition for a
political attack on the NDA government’s economic record.

There are many reasons for anxiety about India’s economic slowdown in recent years. But in
using Dhaka’s impressive economic performance to attack Delhi’s, India is missing the bigger
story about the strategic consequences of Bangladesh’s economic rise.

International development institutions are convinced that the rest of the subcontinent and
developing countries around the world can learn much from Dhaka’s experience — the so-called
“Bangladesh model”. Our focus here is different. It is about the regional implications of
Bangladesh’s economic success — five of them stand out.

First, rapid and sustained economic growth in Bangladesh has begun to alter the world’s mental
maps of the subcontinent. Over the last five decades and more, South Asia, for most purposes,
has meant India and Pakistan. The other countries were generally described as the “smaller”
states of the region. Bangladesh was never really small; its population today stands at about 160
million. It is demographically the eighth-largest nation in the world.

But it did not seem to matter. The global interest, of course, was riveted on Pakistan — its
nuclear weapons, claims on Kashmir, wars with India, role in Afghanistan and its cosy
relationship with international terrorism. The economic rise of Bangladesh is changing some of
that. If there is no end to bad news from Pakistan, Bangladesh provides a positive narrative
about the subcontinent’s prospects.

Editorial | Like Bangladesh, India should focus on world market, shun protectionism,
seek greater integration with global supply chains

The second implication is about the changing economic weights of Bangladesh and Pakistan in
South Asia. This year, Bangladesh’s GDP is expected to reach about $320 billion; the IMF did
not have the 2020 numbers from Pakistan to report but in 2019, Pakistan’s economy was at
$275 billion.

Even more consequently, while Bangladesh continues to grow, the IMF suggests that Pakistan’s
economy will contract further this year. A decade ago, Pakistan’s economy was $60 billion larger
than Bangladesh. Today, Bangladesh’s weight is bigger than Pakistan by the same margin.

A US dollar today gets you 85 Bangladeshi taka and 162 Pakistani rupees. The trend line is
unlikely to change in the near future — for Bangladesh has controlled its population growth and
Pakistan has not. Dhaka has a grip over its inflation and Islamabad does not.

There is no question that Pakistan’s negative geopolitical weight in the world will endure, thanks
to its muscular foreign policies driven by the army. Bangladesh does not have an atomic arsenal

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/world-economy-covid-19-recession-imf-report-6745957/
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like Pakistan nor does it weaponise violent religious extremism; but its growing economic muscle
will help Dhaka steadily accumulate geopolitical salience in the years ahead.

Third, Bangladesh’s economic growth can accelerate regional integration in the eastern
subcontinent. Whether one likes it or not, the region’s prospects for a collective economic
advance are rather dim. Thanks to Pakistan’s opposition to economic cooperation with India and
its support for cross-border terror, the main regional forum for the subcontinent, the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (Saarc), is in a coma.

Instead of merely praying for the revival of Saarc, Delhi could usefully focus on promoting
regionalism among Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal. The BBIN sub-regional forum —
involving the four, activated in the middle of last decade — has not advanced fast enough. It is
time for Delhi and Dhaka to take a fresh look at the forum and find ways to widen the scope and
pace of BBIN activity. Meanwhile, there is growing interest in Bhutan and Nepal for economic
integration with Bangladesh.

Fourth, the economic success of Bangladesh is drawing attention from a range of countries in
East Asia, including China, Japan, South Korea, and Singapore. The US, which traditionally
focused on India and Pakistan, has woken up to the possibilities in Bangladesh. That the US
Deputy Secretary of State, Stephen Biegun, travelled last week from Delhi to Dhaka rather than
Rawalpindi, says something about Washington’s changing South Asian perspective. Bangladesh
does not want to get into the fight between Beijing and Washington, but the great power wooing
of Dhaka is bound to intensify in the new geopolitics of the Indo-Pacific.

Also read | Explained: Why comparison between India, Bangladesh per capita GDP has
caught everyone’s attention

Finally, the economic rise of Bangladesh could boost India’s national plans to accelerate the
development of its eastern and northeastern states. Consider this: Bangladesh’s economy is
now one-and-a-half times as large as that of West Bengal; better integration between the two
would provide a huge boost for eastern India. So would connectivity between India’s landlocked
Northeast and Bangladesh.

Undoubtedly, there has been some progress in strengthening economic ties and connectivity
between eastern India and Bangladesh in recent years. But so much more is possible — those
prospects are overshadowed by negative politics in India.

In Punjab, the chief ministers of both Congress and Akali Dal have often demanded greater
economic engagement with West Punjab. This sentiment was reciprocated by the Sharif
brothers in Lahore, but crushed by Rawalpindi’s strong resistance. In the east, Delhi and Dhaka
are eager to promote greater cooperation; but there has been little political enthusiasm in
Kolkata. In Assam, the issue of migration continues to impose major political constraints.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi deserves much political credit for getting parliamentary approval
of the boundary settlement in 2015, despite the opposition in his own party. The UPA
government, which negotiated the boundary pact in 2011, could not muster sufficient political
support. Modi also accepted the 2014 international arbitration award on the maritime boundary
dispute between India and Bangladesh.

But the very positive dynamic surrounding the bilateral relationship in Modi’s first term has,
unfortunately, acquired a negative tone in the second amidst the poisonous rhetoric in India
around the Citizenship Amendment Act. There is much room for course correction in Delhi and
to shift the focus from legacy issues to future possibilities.

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/india-gdp-bangladesh-gdp-indian-economy-6748867/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/india-gdp-bangladesh-gdp-indian-economy-6748867/
https://indianexpress.com/about/narendra-modi
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Bangladesh is getting ready to celebrate the golden jubilee of its liberation from Pakistan in
March next year. Modi, who plans to join the celebrations, must use the special occasion to
jointly develop and pursue with Dhaka an ambitious framework for shared prosperity. That would
help India consolidate the golden chapter in India-Bangla relations that Modi has sought to script
with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

This article first appeared in the print edition on October 20,2020 under the title “Raja
Mandala: The good neighbour”. The writer is director, Institute of South Asian Studies,
National University of Singapore, and contributing editor on international affairs for The
Indian Express
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MALABAR EXERCISE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India
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Australia is set to join the Malabar naval exercises, finally making it a drill which will see the
participation of all four Quad countries — India, United States (US), Japan and Australia. While
this was expected — especially after a sharp dip in China-Australia ties and a greater degree of
convergence between all the four Quad countries on the need to signal determination against
any Chinese attempts to impose its hegemony — it is testament to how quickly the international
order is evolving.

There is now a consensus, among every major liberal democracy in the world, that China is a
threat — to political systems and open societies, economic self-reliance, and a rules-based
regime, particularly in the international seas. India has traditionally sought to hedge its bets in
larger geopolitics, but it does not have the luxury to do so anymore, because of its geography.
The fact that India today faces Chinese aggression makes it incumbent on New Delhi to explore
and deepen every international alliance which can serve as a source of symbolic and
substantive support, including in the maritime domain where China has obvious vulnerabilities.

There is a view that cementing the Quad, including through naval exercises, will alienate China
even more — and make reconciliation difficult. But India’s experience shows that Beijing tends
to respect power and strength. It is not a coincidence that as India-US ties improved in mid-
2000s, China was better behaved. It is only with economic strength and partnerships such as
the one that will be manifested in the Malabar exercise that India can broaden its options with
China. The road to peace in the mountains may lie through the sea.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-10-21

RUSSIA OFFERS U.S. FREEZE ON N-WARHEAD
NUMBERS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important
organizations

Russia said on Tuesday it was ready to offer the U.S. a mutual one-year freeze on the number
of nuclear warheads held by both countries in order to extend a landmark arms reduction deal
due to expire next year.

“Russia offers to extend the New START by one year and is ready to take on a political
commitment with the United States to freeze the number of nuclear warheads both sides have
for this period,” the Foreign Ministry said in a statement.

Russian President Vladimir Putin last week proposed extending by one year the New START
treaty, which caps the number of nuclear warheads held by Washington and Moscow and
expires on February 5, 2021.

The White House described the proposal as a “non-starter” unless accompanied by a freeze on
the number of nuclear warheads.

The Ministry said the suspension could only take place on the understanding that there were no
“additional” demands from the U.S.

But it added the extra time gained could be used for talks on the future control of nuclear
weapons.
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THE LAC IS THE NEW LOC
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China
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India and China are inching their way towards a new equilibrium on the border. The new border
equation is likely to make the Line of Actual Control (LAC), marked by large buffer zones and
winter withdrawals, similar to the Line of Control (LoC), marked by permanent deployments,
firing range distances, and constant friction. Managing this transition, while restoring, to use the
euphemism adopted by both governments, “peace and tranquility” along the border, is now the
primary challenge. During this, India must show no signs of weakness or impatience as these
will be exploited by a China which respects only power in its rawest, hardest sense. The two
governments have been talking at multiple levels. Despite this, they have barely budged from
their original positions and tens of thousands of soldiers are digging in for a stand-off that will, in
all likelihood, run through the winter. Or they could well be further rounds of fighting designed to
strengthen negotiating positions.

There has been a sharp change in the options with New Delhi since Indian troops moved to the
heights of Chushul Ridge in late August. If China is baulking at rolling back its intrusion along
Pangong Tso, India will not pull its soldiers back from the heights. There is now insufficient trust
between the militaries for such a move. On paper, this will seem as if India has conceded a
chunk of land behind its version of LAC. And all effort must be geared even now to get China to
vacate. But in reality, neither side had “actual control” of either bits of territory. They had been
part of a no-man’s land and their forward deployments have now shrunk that buffer to nothing.
This is a reality which Indian border policy is adjusting to.

Restoring status quo ante would also imply returning Sino-Indian economic relations to what
they were before. That is also out of the question. New Delhi had once seen trade and
investment as a confidence-building exercise with Beijing. Today, New Delhi must draft a five-
year plan to reduce China’s economic footprint in India as much as possible. And it should be
working out how to do so in conjunction with other countries. Peace along the border is the
obvious short-term goal, but struggle everywhere else should be India’s new long march.
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INDIAN NAVY – SRI LANKA NAVY MARITIME EXERCISE
SLINEX-20 OFF TRINCOMALEE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

The Eighth Edition of annual Indian Navy (IN) – Sri Lanka Navy (SLN) bilateral maritime
exercise SLINEX-20 is scheduled off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka from 19 to 21 October 2020. The
Sri Lanka Navy will be represented by SLN Ships Sayura (Offshore Patrol Vessel) and
Gajabahu(Training Ship) led by Rear Admiral Bandara Jayathilaka, the Flag Officer
Commanding Naval Fleet, Sri Lanka Navy. Indigenously built ASW corvettesKamorta and
Kiltanunder the command of Rear Admiral Sanjay Vatsayan, Flag Officer Commanding
Eastern Fleet, will represent the Indian Navy. In addition, Indian Navy Advanced Light
Helicopter (ALH) and Chetak helicopter embarked onboard IN ships, and Dornier Maritime
Patrol Aircraft will also be participating. The previous edition of SLINEX was conducted off
Visakhapatnam in September 2019.

SLINEX-20 aims to enhance inter-operability, improve mutual understanding and exchange best
practices and procedures for multi-faceted maritime operations between both navies. In
addition, the exercise will also showcase capabilities of our indigenously constructed naval ships
and aircraft. Surface and anti-air exercises including weapon firing, seamanship evolutions,
manoeuvres and cross deck flying operations are planned during the exercise, which will further
enhance the high degree of inter-operability already established between the two friendly navies.

SLINEX series of exercise exemplifies the deep engagement between India and Sri Lanka which
has strengthened mutual cooperation in the maritime domain. Interaction between the SLN and
IN has also grown significantly in recent years, in consonance with India’s policy of
‘Neighbourhood First’ and Hon’ble PM’s vision of ‘Security and Growth for all in the Region
(SAGAR)’.

Synergy developed during SLINEX exercises resulted in seamless coordination of joint SLN – IN
efforts in September 2020 to render assistance to MT New Diamond, a Very Large Crude
Carrier (VLCC), which had caught fire off the East Coast of Sri Lanka.

The exercise is being conducted in a non-contact ‘at-sea-only’ format in the backdrop of COVID-
19 pandemic.

***

Abbb/VM/MS

The Eighth Edition of annual Indian Navy (IN) – Sri Lanka Navy (SLN) bilateral maritime
exercise SLINEX-20 is scheduled off Trincomalee, Sri Lanka from 19 to 21 October 2020. The
Sri Lanka Navy will be represented by SLN Ships Sayura (Offshore Patrol Vessel) and
Gajabahu(Training Ship) led by Rear Admiral Bandara Jayathilaka, the Flag Officer
Commanding Naval Fleet, Sri Lanka Navy. Indigenously built ASW corvettesKamorta and
Kiltanunder the command of Rear Admiral Sanjay Vatsayan, Flag Officer Commanding
Eastern Fleet, will represent the Indian Navy. In addition, Indian Navy Advanced Light
Helicopter (ALH) and Chetak helicopter embarked onboard IN ships, and Dornier Maritime
Patrol Aircraft will also be participating. The previous edition of SLINEX was conducted off
Visakhapatnam in September 2019.
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SLINEX-20 aims to enhance inter-operability, improve mutual understanding and exchange best
practices and procedures for multi-faceted maritime operations between both navies. In
addition, the exercise will also showcase capabilities of our indigenously constructed naval ships
and aircraft. Surface and anti-air exercises including weapon firing, seamanship evolutions,
manoeuvres and cross deck flying operations are planned during the exercise, which will further
enhance the high degree of inter-operability already established between the two friendly navies.

SLINEX series of exercise exemplifies the deep engagement between India and Sri Lanka which
has strengthened mutual cooperation in the maritime domain. Interaction between the SLN and
IN has also grown significantly in recent years, in consonance with India’s policy of
‘Neighbourhood First’ and Hon’ble PM’s vision of ‘Security and Growth for all in the Region
(SAGAR)’.

Synergy developed during SLINEX exercises resulted in seamless coordination of joint SLN – IN
efforts in September 2020 to render assistance to MT New Diamond, a Very Large Crude
Carrier (VLCC), which had caught fire off the East Coast of Sri Lanka.

The exercise is being conducted in a non-contact ‘at-sea-only’ format in the backdrop of COVID-
19 pandemic.

***

Abbb/VM/MS
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INDIA SET TO LOSE FARZAD-B GAS FIELD IN IRAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Middle East

NEW DELHI : India has all but lost the ONGC Videsh Ltd-discovered Farzad-B gas field in the
Persian Gulf after Iran decided to prefer domestic companies over foreign firms for development
of the field, sources said.

ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL), the overseas investment arm of state-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corp
(ONGC), had in 2008 discovered a giant gas field in the Farsi offshore exploration block.

OVL and its partners had offered to invest up to USD 11 billion for development of the discovery,
which was later named Farzad-B.

After sitting over OVL's proposal for years, the National Iranian Oil Co (NIOC) informed the firm
in February this year about its intention to conclude the contract for Farzad-B development with
an Iranian company, sources with direct knowledge of the development said.

OVL, however, continued its engagements with NIOC over the development of the field and
sought terms and conditions of the proposed contract for its evaluation, they said, adding that
Iran has so far not responded to the Indian firm's request.

Farzad-B holds total reserves of around 21.7 trillion cubic feet of which around 60 per cent is
recoverable, and production is slated to be around 1.1 billion cubic feet per day.

Sources said unconfirmed information suggests that Iran has identified a local firm for the
development of the field, but OVL has not yet given up hopes and continues to chase Iranian
authorities for the contract.

The 3,500 square kilometre Farsi block sits in water depth of 20-90 metres on the Iranian side of
the Persian Gulf.

OVL, with 40 per cent operatorship interest, signed the Exploration Service Contract (ESC) for
the block on December 25, 2002. Other partners included Indian Oil Corp (IOC) with 40 per cent
stake and Oil India Ltd (OIL) holding the remaining 20 per cent stake.

OVL discovered gas in the block, which was declared commercially viable by NIOC, on August
18, 2008. The exploration phase of the ESC expired on June 24, 2009.

The firm submitted a Master Development Plan (MDP) of Farzad-B gas field in April 2011 to
Iranian Offshore Oil Company (IOOC), the then designated authority by NIOC for development
of Farzad-B gas field.

A Development Service Contract (DSC) of Farzad-B gas field was negotiated till November
2012, but could not be finalized due to difficult terms and international sanctions on Iran.

In April 2015, negotiations restarted with Iranian authorities to develop Farzad-B gas field under
a new Iran Petroleum Contract (IPC). This time, NIOC introduced Pars Oil and Gas Company
(POGC) as its representative for negotiations.

From April 2016, both sides negotiated to develop Farzad-B gas field under an integrated
contract covering upstream and downstream, including monetization/marketing of the processed

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/govt-extends-40-discount-on-cargo-movement-between-india-and-chabahar-port-in-iran-11602854564387.html
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gas. However, negotiations remained inconclusive.

Meanwhile, on the basis of a new studies, a revised Provisional Master Development Plan
(PMDP) was submitted to POGC in March 2017, sources said, adding that in April 2019, NIOC
proposed development of the gas field under the DSC and offtake of raw gas by NIOC at landfall
point.

However, due to imposition of US sanctions on Iran in November 2018, technical studies could
not be concluded which is a precursor for commercial negotiations.

The Indian consortium has so far invested around USD 400 million in the block.
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NEED STRONG ALLIANCE TO COUNTER CHINA,
RUSSIA: ESPER

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

U.S. Defense Secretary Mark Esper revealed a fresh drive to strengthen U.S. alliances with
“like-minded democracies” in part through arms sales in an effort to curb the global influence of
Russia and China.

Mr. Esper said the Pentagon would systematically monitor and manage its relationships with
partner countries, aiming to find ways to coordinate militaries and to advance U.S. arms sales.

The initiative, called the Guidance for Development for Alliances and Partnerships (GDAP),
comes just two weeks before the presidential election that, if President Donald Trump loses,
could see Mr. Esper replaced in January.

He underscored the need to build closer ties to “like-minded democracies such as India and
Indonesia” adding “they all recognise what China is doing.”

Global order

It also came after nearly four years of Mr. Trump’s efforts to restructure alliances, including
threatening NATO.

“America’s network of allies and partners provides us an asymmetric advantage our adversaries
cannot match,” Mr. Esper said on Tuesday, calling the network “the backbone of the
international rules-based order.”

“China and Russia probably have fewer than 10 allies combined,” he added.

He said China uses coercion and financial entrapment to build its alliances with weak countries
such as Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos. “The smaller the nation and the greater its needs, the
heavier the pressure from Beijing,” he said.

He cited visits he has made to build defence relations with Malta, Mongolia and Palau, as well
as U.S. plans for a greater presence in Eastern Europe, including basing troops in Poland.
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HAVING ENSCONCED ITSELF AS CORE OF FREE AND
OPEN INDO-PACIFIC VISION, QUAD NEEDS A
DEFINITIVE BLUEPRINT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

The second ministerial meeting of the four-nation Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) in
Tokyo on October 6 has been followed by a decision to include Australia in the Malabar 2020
naval exercise after a gap of 13 years. The threat posed by China to the geo-strategic and geo-
economic landscape of the Indo-Pacific region ranks alongside the challenge of the pandemic in
terms of disruption. The pandemic has stoked Chinese aggression, from the East and South
China Seas to eastern Ladakh, but it has also provided others with opportunities to cooperate in
maritime security, cyber-security, data flows, quality infrastructure and healthcare.

That the “Indo-Pacific” concept has gained fresh currency should not come as a surprise. It is an
inclusive and representative term that reflects the contemporary interconnectedness of trade,
technology and supply chains in a wider region. By comparison, the “Asia-Pacific” represented
the trans-Pacific strategic and economic impulses after World War II, and was confined to East
and South-east Asia. Moreover, the Indo-Pacific is being redefined, ironically, by China’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), debt-trap diplomacy, fictional territorial claims and a divide-and-rule
strategy. The historical experience of Indo-Pacific strategies of the colonial age can help provide
deeper insight into the malefic impact of China’s neo-colonialism.

Beijing views the “Indo-Pacific” as a direct threat to the BRI, and in classical wei qi calculus, as
an “encirclement” strategy.

During his recent visit to Malaysia, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi criticised the Quad, stating
that Washington was aiming to build an “Indo-Pacific NATO” through the Quad. The very fact
that China no longer describes it as “headline grabbing” and “foam on the sea” that would “soon
dissipate” is proof that the Quad is acquiring traction.

Editorial | Australia’s return shows Delhi is reconsidering deference to Beijing’s interests,
giving primacy to its own.

One can expect China to use wei qi principles and guanxi (networks and connections) to
weaken the Quad, especially in Japan and Australia. The economies of these two key Quad
members remain heavily dependent on China. Japan’s efforts at economic decoupling and
Australia’s endeavours to subject Chinese investments and influence-peddling to greater
scrutiny should be lauded. In all likelihood, the new Yoshihide Suga government in Japan will
hold PM Abe’s tough line on China, at least until the LDP election in September 2021 and the
lower house elections later that year. Japan’s recent enabling agreements with Vietnam and
Philippines for defence exports could lead to similar arrangements with Indonesia and Thailand.
Hopefully, the Scott Morrison government in Australia will continue to receive full domestic
support for its increasingly robust China policy.

Once a solitary voice, India’s concerns about the BRI are now echoed by several countries.
India took the lead in banning Chinese apps. Notably, it was India’s decision that had elevated
the Quad dialogue to ministerial-level in 2019. Yet again, it is India which has shed its reticence
and decided to welcome Australia to the Malabar 2020 exercise.

India’s pull-out from the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) negotiations
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last year may have appeared self-injurious then, but subsequent developments have put into
sharper relief the deleterious role of China-centric supply chains.

China’s actions have since led to the Resilient Supply Chain Initiative (RSCI) involving India,
Japan and Australia, focussed on key sectors such as semi-conductors, pharmaceuticals,
automobiles and telecommunications.

Opinion | C Raja Mohan writes: Engaging Quad partners on reforming China-centred
economic globalisation is a rare opportunity for India

An ambitious China has consistently sought the expulsion of the US from its periphery. The US
and others such as France and Britain are historically part of the region. The US has played a
key role in the region’s stability and prosperity following the Second World War. US military
presence prevented Japan from re-arming itself. It cautioned China against risking military
adventurism across the Taiwan Strait that would have otherwise derailed its economic
ascendance, and kept the peace on the Korean Peninsula for over six decades. Ironically,
China, the biggest beneficiary of the trans-Pacific trade and investment flows, does not quite see
it that way.

In the South China Sea, China’s preposterous claims, island-building spree and militarisation of
oceanic space continue to grab headlines. China is a member of UNCLOS yet disregards its
precepts. Vastly adept at concocting “historical evidence” to buttress claims, China has regularly
used the wei qi strategy to fracture ASEAN consensus. As the only major power involved in the
Code of Conduct negotiations, China will probe chinks in the armour of “ASEAN centrality” to
exploit and shape outcomes.

The US position on the South China Sea is now fully in alignment with the Permanent Court of
Arbitration (PCA) tribunal award of 2016. While it cannot restore status quo ante in the South
China Sea, it does boost the morale of disputants such as the Philippines, who are routinely
bullied by China.

In the Indian Ocean, China uses the cloak of anti-piracy deployments to maintain a quasi-
permanent presence, with bases in Gwadar and Djibouti as beachheads for penetrating South
Asia, the Gulf region and littoral Africa.

As was once the case in dealing with the xiongnu — barbarians — on its northern borderlands,
China continues to employ ancient stratagems to pit one nation against another on its periphery
to weaken and subjugate contending forces through guile and inducements.

Opinion | C Raja Mohan writes: Confusion reigns on what the Quad is and its future in
India’s international relations

The Quad, having ensconced itself as the core of the Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) vision,
now needs a definitive blueprint in order to have a meaningful impact. It should have a tough
security-oriented core with a softer and inclusive exoskeleton that prioritises the developmental
agenda. The Quad Plus format should cater to the region’s economic needs, including
infrastructure, connectivity and capacity-building. Without generous alternatives, many countries
would continue to be drawn to China, as moths to a flame.

Looking ahead, there is scope to convene a future Quad meeting in the 2+2 format, with
diplomats and civilian defence officials participating at the level of director general. Such an
expanded format could gradually be elevated to the level of vice minister and minister. A joint
statement by the four countries at the next meeting of the Quad would also help consolidate the

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/quad-meet-india-china-us-elections-donald-trump-trade-6722495/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/quad-meet-india-china-us-elections-donald-trump-trade-6722495/
https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-asean-5028044/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/quad-ministerial-meeting-indo-pacific-tokyo-india-forrign-policy-jaishankar-6704398/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/quad-ministerial-meeting-indo-pacific-tokyo-india-forrign-policy-jaishankar-6704398/


Page 70

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

gains made so far.

This article first appeared in the print edition on October 21, 2020 under the title “The rise
of the Quad”.  The writer, a former Ambassador of India, is currently director-general of
the Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses. Views are personal

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
and stay updated with the latest headlines
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IN WEST ASIA, IT’S A BLEAK FUTURE AMID AMERICA
FADING

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Middle East

U.S. President Donald Trump speaks to the media upon arrival at Phoenix Sky Harbour
International Airport in Phoenix, Arizona on October 19, 2020.   | Photo Credit: AFP

When the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain signed normalisation agreements with Israel in
September, under the mediation of the United States, American President Donald Trump hailed
it as a “new dawn in the Middle East”. The so-called ‘Abraham Accords’, which saw the first
normalisation between Israel and Arab countries in 26 years, was a rare diplomatic victory for
Mr. Trump. It was rare because most of the President’s other big foreign policy bets were either
disastrous or inconclusive. The U.S.-Taliban deal is largely seen as American capitulation to the
Afghan insurgents; the outreach to North Korea failed to produce any result; the maximum
pressure campaign on Iran seems to have backfired; the promise to fetch “the deal of the
century” between the Israelis and the Palestinians was a non-starter; and the trade war with
China failed to produce any structural shift in the way China does business while tensions
between the two countries rocketed. Amid this policy chaos, Mr. Trump at least got something in
the ‘Abraham Accords’ to present as a breakthrough. But does it bring peace to West Asia, as
Mr. Trump has claimed?

It was evident during the Barack Obama years that the U.S. had overstretched itself in West
Asia and North Africa, a region America has deeply engaged with since President Dwight D.
Eisenhower’s time. The U.S. had been stuck in an unwinnable war in Iraq. In Syria, it was
checkmated by the Russians. Its intervention in Libya turned out to be disastrous. Iran continued
to be defiant despite threats and sanctions. Israel was uncontrollable. The Arab allies were
upset. Mr. Obama realised the historical necessity of resizing the U.S. presence in the region
and pivoting to East Asia where China was steadily on the rise. But the U.S. has both allies and
rivals in the region. It cannot just pack up and exit.

Editorial | New order in West Asia: On Abraham Accords

Mr. Obama, in his second term, adopted a realistic approach to address this problem. He made
peace with Iran, accepted the Russian lead role in Syria, left Libya burning, ignored Saudi and
Israeli sulking over Iran. But, to balance these, he overlooked Israel’s deepening occupation of
Palestine and cooperated with the Saudi attack on Yemen. The plan was to let the regional
players establish what he called a “cold peace” among themselves.

When Mr. Trump came to office, he wanted to undo Mr. Obama’s policy legacy. He demolished
the Iran deal, brought Israel back to the centre of America’s policy towards the region and
prompted the Arab and Jewish allies of the U.S. to join hands. The plan, as it emerges, was to
remake the regional dynamics in favour of America’s allies and push rivals to a corner. Mr.
Trump succeeded in bringing the Gulf Arab countries and Israel together, but he failed to escape
the historical reality which Mr. Obama faced — America’s dwindling influence in shaping the
present and future of West Asia. A policy in which the historical reality is not factored in may not
produce the desired outcome.

Take, for example, the case of Iran. The acrimony towards Iran was one of the defining factors
of Mr. Trump’s West Asia policy. While pulling the U.S. out of the nuclear deal unilaterally and
reimposing sanctions on Iran, Mr. Trump thought the Iranians would flinch once again so that he
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could extract more concessions from them and cut their regional wings. But the perils of that
policy were the predictability of the policymaker’s objectives, and the Iranians were determined
to defy him at any cost. Iran responded with multiple cuts on the U.S. and allied interests in the
region — from targeting Saudi oil facilities and cargo ships in the Strait of Hormuz to launching
rocket attacks at American troops in Iraq. Mr. Trump’s response was the typical American-style
response of the good old days when it was in a position to shape the geopolitical outcome in
West Asia. He had Qassem Soleimani, one of the top Iranian Generals, killed and declared that
the U.S. had re-established deterrence vis-à-vis Iran. But the use of force did not reflect the
ground realities. Less than a year after the assassination of Soleimani, the U.S., faced with
continuing rocket attacks by Iran-backed Shia rebels in Iraq, is contemplating shutting down the
American Embassy in Baghdad, besides withdrawing most troops from Iraq. Where is the
deterrence?

Comment | The Arab World and the elusive two-state solution

While in the case of Iran, misplaced adventurism sabotaged even the available policy options,
the Trump administration’s open embrace of Israel — the decision to move the American
Embassy to Jerusalem, recognition of Israel’s annexation of the Golan Heights and the go-head
to its annexation of Jewish settlements in the West Bank — sharpened the geopolitical
contradictions in the region, instead of bringing peace. The normalisation agreements between
Sunni Arab countries and Israel, partly driven by their shared concern of an aggressive Iran in a
West Asia sans America, could strengthen the pro-American pillar in the region, but the
withdrawal of Arab powers from the Palestinian question would not finish off the Palestinian
question. It would rather leave a vacuum in regional politics which non-Arab Muslim countries
would seek to fill. This offers new avenues to Turkey, which under President Recep Tayyip
Erdoan, seeks to re-establish its influence in the region, and Iran, which uses the Palestinian
cause to drive public opinion in the Muslim world across the Shia-Sunni divide. In other words,
Mr. Trump brought together Gulf Arabs and the Jews, who had had backroom contacts for
years, on a public platform. But he also opened the way for the agitated Persians and the
ambitious Turks to enhance their weight in the troubled regional politics.

Also read | What’s next for Palestine after UAE, Bahrain deals with Israel?

Historically, the withdrawal of empires had seen new conflicts arising in their peripheries. In
1911, Italy invaded the Turkish province of Libya, triggering a dangerous competition with the
Ottomans in their decline years. A year later, four Balkan states formed the Balkan League to
take on the Ottomans in Europe. The collapse of the British empire left ethnic, religious,
geopolitical wounds open across the former colonies. Some of the conflicts in the Caucasus,
including the ongoing fighting over Nagorno-Karabakh, have their roots in the disintegration of
the Soviet Union. Given these examples, it is worth asking if the U.S. is prepared to face the
geopolitical consequences of the decline of its influence in West Asia. If the four years of the
Trump presidency shows any indication, it is not. The new beginning Mr. Trump promised in the
region could very well be that of a more troublesome future.
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We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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AT 75, THE UN NEEDS A REBIRTH
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

Photo: un.org  

October 24 marks the diamond jubilee of the United Nations. But far from joyous celebration, it is
an occasion to sombrely reflect on why the UN is stagnating at 75 and how it can regain its lost
lustre.

Although much has changed in the international system since 1945, the world body continues to
see a tussle between ‘principle’ and ‘power’. On the one hand, the UN represents hopes of a
peaceful and just world order through multilateral cooperation, abidance by international law,
and uplift of the downtrodden. On the other, the institution has been designed to privilege the
most powerful states of the post-World War II dispensation by granting them commanding
heights over international politics via the undemocratic instruments of veto power and
permanent seats in the Security Council (UNSC).

Also read | Surplus of multilateral challenges, deficit of multilteral solutions, says Gutteres

Arguably, if the great powers of that period were not accommodated with VIP status, we may
have seen a repeat of the ill-fated League of Nations. Keeping all the major powers inside the
tent and reasonably happy through joint control over the UNSC was intended to be a pragmatic
step to avoid another world war. Presumably, the collective command model of big powers built
into the UNSC is one of the reasons why there has been no third world war.

But this model has also caused havoc. Almost immediately after the UN’s creation, it was
pushed to the verge of irrelevance by the Cold War, which left the UN little room to implement
noble visions of peace, development and human rights. It was only in the uncontested post-Cold
War political milieu, when the liberal sole superpower, the U.S., strode like a colossus, that the
UN could spring back to life and embark on a plethora of peacekeeping missions, nation-building
interventions and promotion of universal human rights. In the U.S.-led ‘new world order’ of the
1990s, it appeared as if the problem of ‘power’ cutting out ‘principle’ had been resolved under
the benign hegemony of a Washington that would be the flag-bearer of UN values.

However, that golden age of the UN was too deceptive to last. We are now past the unipolar
moment and the ghosts of the Cold War are returning in complex multi-sided avatars. UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has labelled the present peaking of geopolitical tensions as
a “great fracture”. The phrase ‘new Cold War’ is in vogue to depict the clash between China and
the U.S. Tensions involving other players like Russia, Turkey, Iran and Israel in West Asia, as
well as between China and its neighbours in Asia, are at an all-time high.

Also read | World powers clash, virus stirs anger at virtual UN meeting

The recrudescence of the worst habits of competitive vetoing by P-5 countries has prevented the
UNSC from fulfilling its collective security mandate. So dangerous are the divisions and their
spillover effects that Mr. Guterres has lamented that “we have essentially failed” to cooperate
against the immediate global threat of the pandemic. He has also rekindled the old maxim, “The
UN is only as strong as its members’ commitment to its ideals.”

But apart from rivalries of member states, there is a larger underlying problem. At the core of the
paralysis of the UN is the phenomenon of P-5 countries (China, France, Russia, the U.K., and
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the U.S.) blocking reforms. Outmoded procedures based on the discriminatory original sin of
superior prerogatives to P-5 countries have to be discarded. Why should expansion of the
UNSC require consensus of the P-5? In the 21st century, why should there be veto power in
anyone’s hands? If a simple majority voting method could replace the P-5 consensus method,
the obstacles to UNSC reforms would reduce.

Editorial | A new world order: On UN reforms

On the 75th anniversary of the UN, there must be a global push against ossifying ‘rules’ which
have privileged ‘rule’ of the few over the many. That is the only way to restore some balance
between ‘power’ and ‘principle’ and ensure a renaissance of the UN.

Sreeram Chaulia is Dean, Jindal School of International Affairs
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OLI MOVE ON NEPAL MAP HINTS AT SOFTER STAND
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Nepal

K.P. Sharma Oli  

After months of simmering dispute with India over the Kalapani issue, Prime Minister K.P.
Sharma Oli indicated a softer line on Friday when he used an old map of Nepal to greet
everyone on the festival of Vijaya Dashami. The old map does not show the region of Kalapani-
Lipulekh-Limpiyadhura, which is part of India’s Pithoragarh district.

The triangular piece of land is, however, shown as part of Nepalese sovereign territory in the
new map, which was unveiled on May 20, and made part of the insignia of the Nepalese state by
an amendment on June 13.

Prime Minister Oli's use of the national insignia of Nepal carrying the old map has drawn strong
reactions from the political class of Kathmandu, with leaders expressing surprise about the use
of the old map during Dasara, which is the biggest festival in the Himalayan country.

‘Wrong move’

“Prime Minister Oli at his individual level can use any map of Nepal that he wishes but as the
Prime Minister of Nepal, he should have used the national map of Nepal that was passed by
Parliament and dedicated to the Nepalese people,” said Bishwaprakash Sharma, spokesperson
of the Opposition Nepali Congress, speaking to The Hindu over phone.

Mr. Sharma said Mr. Oli has undermined Parliament by not using the new map.

Use of the old map also drew sharp reactions on social media, with Nepalese users connecting
the move with Thursday’s discussion between Mr. Oli and Samant Kumar Goel, chief of the
Research and Analysis Wing (R&AW), the external intelligence wing of India.

Nepalese publication Myrepublica reported that Mr. Goel led a nine-member delegation. The
visit drew attention as it came a fortnight before the scheduled visit to Nepal of General Manoj
Mukund Naravane, chief of the Indian Army.

Since the unveiling of the new map and the amendment in Parliament that gave it a legal status,
Nepal has not gone back on its demands on the Kalapani-Lipulekh-Limpiyadhura.

Mr. Oli has spoken on the phone with Prime Minister Modi but no meeting of the border
mechanism has so far been held to discuss the issue.

Mr. Oli has, meanwhile, firmed up his hold over the government of Nepal and resisted
challenges from rivals in the Standing Committee of the Nepal Communist Party (NCP).

Prime Minister Oli's use of the national insignia of Nepal carrying the old map has drawn
strong reactions from the political class of Kathmandu.
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A MISTAKE TO HAVE LEFT QUAD, SAYS AUSTRALIA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

Australia should not have walked out of the Quad, and subsequently the Malabar exercises with
India, but was “delighted” at New Delhi’s decision to invite it to participate in this year’s naval
exercises in November, Australian High Commissioner to India Barry O’Farrell said.

Referring to his government’s announcement in 2008 that it would not participate in the Quad
exercises with India, Japan and the United States, he said it probably became the reason India
took three years to accept Australia’s request to rejoin the exercises, despite requests from
2017-2020.

“I can say that, with the benefit of hindsight, clearly that it [withdrawing from Malabar] was a
mistake. I suspect earlier in the piece, that became a stumbling block, and that was not forgotten
in terms of reassembling Australia as part of that exercise,” Mr. O’Farrell said in an interview to
The Hindu .

Earlier this week, the Ministry of Defence announced that all four countries of the Quadrilateral
would take part in the Malabar exercises scheduled at the end of November to be held in two
phases on both sides of the Indian coastline in the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea. This will
be the first such exercise after India signed logistical agreements with all Quad partners, and is
expected to see greater interoperability and use of common military platforms.

China’s protests

While Australia pulled out from the grouping a decade ago after China’s protests at the time,
India’s hesitation in reinviting it back to the exercises in the past few years was also understood
to be over China’s sensitivities over a possible “military alliance” in the Indo-Pacific ranged
against it. However, experts believe that growing concerns in both countries over China’s
aggression in the Indo-Pacific and on the border with India have accelerated the pace of Quad
cooperation this year.

Asked if New Delhi’s turnaround this year was due to the stand-off at the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) and tensions with China, Mr. O’Farrell said that the decision was a reaction to “challenges
in the neighbourhood” over a period of time, not the last few months.

“I don’t think the invitation came about because of activities over the last couple of months [at
the LAC], I think it’s been the changing environment in which we live, and the recognition by
countries like India and Australia, that they have to step up in the neighbourhood to deliver the
sort of world we want,” he noted.

However, Mr. O’Farrell said Australia’s policy did not envision formalising the Quad in any way,
contrary to statements from U.S. State Department officials, who called for formalising and
regularising the interactions on the platform. He said that Australia did not see the Quad, as U.S.
Secretary of State Pompeo asserted, as a “tool” to counter the challenge from China’s ruling
Communist Party (CCP).

Positive agenda

“We have a positive agenda for the Quad, which is about shaping the neighbourhood in which
we live, you know, a free, open and resilient Indo- Pacific, one where, you know, rules and
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norms apply and one where any disputes are resolved according to international law. It's been
clear in the comments of the three foreign ministers, who are three-quarters of the Quad, that
whatever we develop there is intended to be shared by all countries across the Indo Pacific, so
we're not exclusivist,” he stated.

India and Australia would continue talks on a trade deal, although they would be delayed until
after the 15-nation Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) was completed later
this year, which India decided to walk out from. Despite several requests from RCEP countries,
especially Australia, the Modi government has refused to reconsider its decision, citing worries
over Chinese goods flooding the Indian market.

“RCEP will proceed. I understand and recognise and respect India's decision, and no one is
forced to sign up to the agreement. It’s no secret that Australia was keen for India to be part of it.
In the meantime, Australia will continue to engage with India bilaterally on a Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA),” he said.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-10-24

INDIA’S UN JOURNEY, FROM OUTLIER TO THE HIGH
TABLE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

The 75th anniversary of the founding of the United Nations (UN) is an opportunity to look at the
major trends, patterns and future challenges as far as India is concerned in terms of
safeguarding its interests and promoting common good. That the UN is indispensable is
uncontested despite the clamour for reforms to strengthen its role. As Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru once observed in his address to the UN General Assembly on December 20, 1956, “Of
course, even if the United Nations did not do anything wonderful, the mere fact of the United
Nations itself has been of great significance to the world....”

Seven and a half decades of India at the UN may be viewed with reference to roughly three
distinct phases. In the first phase until the end of the Cold War in 1989, India had learnt the
ropes of exploring and enhancing its diplomatic influence as a moderating force in easing armed
conflicts in Asia and Africa by disentangling them from the superpower rivalry. In parallel, the
Indian leadership learned the hard way that the UN could not be relied upon to impartially
resolve vital security disputes such as Jammu and Kashmir.

Editorial | At the high table: On India’s U.N. Security Council win

As such, it strove to utilise the UN only to focus on common causes such as anti-colonialism,
anti-racism, nuclear disarmament, environment conservation and equitable economic
development. India, in a clever way, seemed to claim the moral high ground by proposing, in
1988, a bold, but obviously impractical, three-phase plan to eliminate nuclear weapons from the
surface of earth. But it resisted attempts by neighbouring countries to raise bilateral problems.
This was reflected during the Bangladesh liberation war and after. In essence, a loss of face for
India in the 1962 border war against China meant a definitive redesign of the country’s
diplomatic style to privilege bilateral contacts over the third party role by the UN.

The 1990s spelled the most difficult decade for India in the world body, as the years were
marked by the sudden end of the Cold War, the disintegration of the Soviet Union and the
resultant emergence of the United States as the unrivalled power in world politics. Besides, the
uncertain political climate caused by unstable coalition governments along with the balance of
payments crisis constrained the country’s capability to be active in various bodies, especially in
the Security Council (UNSC) and the General Assembly.

There was a change in India’s foreign policy which was reflected in voting patterns at the UN. To
cite a few examples, India showed pragmatism in enabling the toughest terms on Iraq even after
eviction from occupied Kuwait, or in reversing the hitherto stated position on Zionism as racism.
At the same time, growing militancy in Kashmir in the early 1990s emboldened Pakistan to
internationalise the dispute with accusations about gross human rights violations by India.
Clearly, India had to work hard to seek favours from Iran and China in the Human Rights
Commission to checkmate Pakistan.

Analysis | U.N. draft declaration for 75th anniversary goes soft on India’s demand for reform

The threat posed to respect for sovereignty principle by NATO intervention against Yugoslavia in
1999 without the authorisation of the UNSC deeply disturbed India, but its efforts, in partnership
with Russia and China, to call for an end to aerial attacks did not garner much support in the
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UNSC. Further, the extent of India’s diplomatic difficulties was exposed when it suffered a
humiliating defeat in the hands of Japan in the 1996 contest for a non-permanent seat in the
UNSC.

This, however, did not mean that India could not draw red lines on questions of serious
consequences to its security. India resolutely stood against indefinite extension of the Non-
Proliferation Treaty in 1995, and it stoutly rejected the backdoor introduction for adoption of the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty in 1996. It is notable that these two developments at the UN
perhaps pushed India to surprise the world in 1998 with its Pokhran nuclear weapon tests,
ignoring the likely adverse reaction from the nuclear club.

Editorial | A new world order: On UN reforms

Remarkably, the 21st century opened new avenues for India to shine at the UN. The impressive
economic performance in the first decade, thanks to economic liberalisation and globalisation
policies, helped a great deal in strengthening its profile. This is only aided by its reliable and
substantial troop contributions to several peacekeeping operations in African conflict theatres.
Alongside, India has emerged as a responsible stakeholder in non-traditional security issue
areas such as the spread of small and light weapons, the threat of non-state actors acquiring
weapons of mass destruction, and the impact of climate change. In a related dimension, India
has scaled up its contributions to development and humanitarian agencies, while India’s share to
the UN assessed budget has registered a hike from 0.34% to 0.83%.

Finally, India’s growing popularity is evident in the successful electoral contests for various
prestigious slots in the UNSC, the Human Rights Council, the World Court, and functional
commissions of the Economic and Social Council, at times defeating the nominees of China and
the United Kingdom. However, two major initiatives India has heavily invested in are stuck
without much hope of a timely outcome. The first relates to the draft Comprehensive Convention
on International Terrorism it drafted and revised with the hope of helping consensus. But it
encountered reservations from among Islamic and other countries on provisions regarding
definition of terrorist and the convention’s application to state armed forces.

Also read | UN without reforms faces crisis of confidence, says Narendra Modi

Equally important is the question of equitable expansion of the UNSC to enable India to attain
permanent membership along with other claimants from Asia, Africa and Latin America. The
move has been stuck for more than 25 years because of a lack of unity among the regional
formations. It also includes stout opposition from some 30 middle powers such as Italy and
Pakistan which fear losing out to regional rivals in the event of an addition of permanent seats,
and the intrigues masterminded by one or two permanent members. Although India enjoys by far
the greatest support,the only realistic possibility seems to settle for a compromise, i.e. a new
category of members elected for a longer duration than the present non-permanent members
without veto power.

Also read | Accorded ‘highest priority’ to getting permanent membership of UNSC: India

India’s future role will probably depend on its ability to weather the impact of the multiple crises it
now faces on account of an unabated economic slowdown and a troubled relationship with
China. This is pertinent as India will soon begin its two-year term as a non-permanent UNSC
member (January 1, 2021). Its areas of priority will continue to be the upholding of Charter
principles, mounting effective punitive measures against those who support, finance and
sponsor terrorists, besides striving for securing due say to the troop contributing countries in the
management of peace operations. It is reasonable to assume (based on earlier patterns) that

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/a-new-world-order-the-hindu-editorial-on-un-reforms/article32672054.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/un-without-reforms-faces-crisis-of-confidence-says-narendra-modi/article32664426.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/accorded-highest-priority-to-getting-permanent-membership-of-unsc-india/article32630405.ece


Page 83

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

India will work for and join in consensus on key questions wherever possible. But it may opt to
abstain along with other members including one or two permanent members.

In the midst of the currently volatile situation as characterised by the Trump administration’s
disdain towards multilateral institutions, the changing U.S.-China equation, China’s growing
political isolation on account of the spread of the novel coronavirus, and China’s aggressive
territorial forays in eastern Ladakh and the South China Sea, India may face challenges and
opportunities in the UNSC. In an unlikely scenario of China succeeding in convening a formal
meeting on Kashmir to please Pakistan, India may have to choose either to abstain in the vote
since it is a party to the dispute or vote against any unfavourable proposal that might be tabled.
Exercising the latter option would be the first of its kind in India’s voting record at the UNSC. On
the other hand, the growing proximity with the U.S. may prompt India not to stay neutral in order
to counter balance China.

C.S.R. Murthy taught till recently at the School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi. He is the author of the book India in the United Nations: Interplay of
Interests and Principles
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-10-24

INDIA INVESTED DEEPLY IN SUCCESS OF UNITED
NATIONS: JAISHANKAR

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

NEW DELHI : As a founding member of the United Nations, India invested deeply in success of
the world body and will continue to work with vigour to bring its goals and objectives closer to
aspirations of the member states, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said on Friday.

Jaishankar was speaking at an event after releasing a commemorative postage stamp on the
75th anniversary of the UN. The stamp was brought out by the Department of Posts (DOP).

"As a founding member of the United Nations, India is invested with its heart and soul, right from
the crafting of the principles of the UN Charter to being in the forefront of keeping its peace," the
external affairs minister said.

India has been a major contributor of troops to the UN's peacekeeping missions across the
world.

Jaishanakar described the 75th anniversary of the UN as a significant milestone for the
organisation, saying the global body has served as a platform for the nations of the world to
come together under one roof and "dream and work" together towards a better future for
humankind.

"The 75th anniversary is a significant milestone for the world's biggest, and by far, the most
crucial, deliberative organisation," he said.

The external affairs minister also said that India is looking forward to beginning its eighth term as
a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council.

"It is important that at this historic juncture of the 75-year-long journey of the UN, we recommit
ourselves to join hands and work with vigour and dedication to bring the goals and objectives of
the UN closer to the aspirations of its member states, and more importantly to the aspirations of
their peoples," he said.

"Let us work together to make this one United Nations that we have, the best possible United
Nations there can be," Jaishankar said.

India has been elected as a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council (UNSC) for a
two-year term, beginning January 2021.

Department of Posts previously released similar commemorative postage stamps on UN's ninth,
40th and 50th anniversaries in 1954, 1985 and 1995 respectively.

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text.
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2020-10-24

ENGAGING THE NEIGHBOURHOOD
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Nepal

By S Shaji

India’s foreign policy engagements with its neighbourhood is an active topic of debate now,
especially in the context of “territorial disputes” with China and Nepal. This is happening when
India, a regional preponderant power, is undergoing a serious status transformation — in recent
discourses it is labelled an “emerging power”. The recent developments will have long-term
implications for its neighbourhood policy.

The South Asian region, which is home to eight countries, and the Indian Ocean region
(maritime Indian Ocean region; mostly Western Indian Ocean) comes under the broad
geographic expanse of India’s neighbourhood.

However, nation-states such as China and Myanmar, though not part of South Asia in formal
institutional regionalisation plans yet share a border with South Asia, also form a part of India’s
neighbourhood. Moreover, there are ideas such as “extended neighbourhood” (linking India with
other regions which do not necessarily share borders but share cultural, civilisational or
economic linkages) that have come up in policy parlance in recent times.

In general, in the immediate neighbourhood, there is an India-centric system with India
dominating its geography, economic, social and cultural systems. Given its centrality and
capabilities, since Independence, traditionally India had preponderance in the region, especially
in South Asia and to a large extent, in the Western Indian Ocean. In a way, India, while
maintaining zig-zag relations with Pakistan and China, have had relatively long phases of
cooperation with smaller countries, though there were rare occasions of strain or conflict. Most
of the South Asian smaller neighbours have had friendly ties with India in their post independent
period.

India’s neighbourhood policy has been through several phases. The phase under colonial times
centred on ideas and slogans around anti-colonialism, anti-imperialism, anti-racism, (for
instance, major agendas of Asian Relation Conference of 1948) which cemented India’s
relations with its neighbours and in a way, supported their respective de-colonisation
movements (for instance, in Myanmar, which was under British colonial system, and Sri Lanka).
The post-colonial phase, which broadly began in the late 1940s, again, has had a
complementariness which helped India and its neighbours to propel ideas such as non-
alignment (reverberated in the first Afro-Asian Conference at Bandung in 1955) in the
international arena, which was inspired by a macro-level “third worldism”, “South-South
cooperation” and so on.

Though multilateralism prevailed in India’s foreign policy at the international level, there has
been a tremendous focus on bilateralism in India’s approach to its immediate neighbourhood.
This was due to a variety of factors since Cold War related dynamics at play in the region. In that
context, to a large extent, India’s foreign policy approach towards its neighbours were shaped by
the “principle of balancing”. For instance, the policies that the major adversarial States (such as
Pakistan and China) followed with super powers defined India’s relations with the latter. Such
balancing and counterbalancing has had an effect on India’s neighbourhood. It does not imply
that domestic level factors never played a role in the shaping of neighbourhood policy; indeed,
some of the conflicts in the neighbourhood had domestic dimensions — for example, the India-
Sri Lanka conflicts in the eighties and water sharing issues with Bangladesh. Parallel to this, the
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role of super powers and their Cold War proclivities significantly contributed to India’s
neighbourhood policies. In general, there is a dominant perception that India’s neighbourhood
policy was mostly dominated by issues involving Pakistan and China in the land territorial sphere
and was overtly overlooking maritime issues.

In the post-Cold War period, which began in the 1990s, India set out to refashion its foreign
policy premises on non-alignment, its relations with Western bloc countries, regionalism and so
on, which in turn had a huge impact on India’s neighbourhood/regional policies. The factors that
contributed to such changes broadly fell under two categories — systemic and domestic. The
systemic (international) level factors included the collapse of the Cold War binaries, spread of
globalisation, increased degree of regionalism while the domestic level factors included
introduction of economic reforms, emergence of coalition politics, nuclearisation and so on. In a
way, India’s newly defined foreign policy premises began to provide an unprecedented attention
to the neighbourhood. As a result, there were several initiatives to build better ties with its
neighbours as evident from the increased trade, confidence building measures (CBMs), border
agreements/treaties and so on. India even undertook non-reciprocal initiatives to its South Asian
neighbours to build ties and instil a high degree of confidence. One of those initiatives was the
“Gujral Doctrine” of 1996.

However, intermittent conflicts with neighbouring States like Pakistan continued, which to a large
extent, affected the forward march of the South Asia specific regional organisation, the SAARC.
In general, India through new neighbourhood policy at that point in time was striving to address
both traditional and non-traditional issues. Traditional included military and economy while non
traditional included water,sharing, migration, climate and disasters and so on (India’s initiative of
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure of 2019 is a case in point).

Since the 1990s, many treaties have been signed with neighbouring States to address such
issues — for instance, the India-Bangladesh Ganges Treaty, Mahakali Treaty with Nepal and so
on. On the other end, security related issues have dominated India’s relations with Pakistan, and
of late with China, though India-China trade increased exponentially in the period of post-Cold
War era.

In the “current pandemic phase”, in the times of contracting economies, several fissures have
emerged between India and its neighbours resulting in violent conflicts like the one witnessed
involving China on June 15, 2020, which subsequently expanded into the economic and
business arena. The pandemic to a large extent has accentuated the issues as new economic
and political realities are transforming the world at a fast pace. In fact, the non-traditional
security threats such as the COVID-19 pandemic are increasingly leading to traditional security
conflicts.

China’s aggressive actions and action of smaller countries are some of the indicators of a new
geo-political situation emerging in the region. Apart from this, there is an ongoing trade conflict
between the US and China, an offshoot of the emerging new Cold War at the global arena,
which is most likely to impact India’s neighbourhood and its neighbourhood policies. In other
words, the China factor, the changing global power architecture, and the existing conflicts with
neighbours will play a significant role in India’s foreign policy, of which its neighbourhood policy
is a crucial one.

Therefore, a new neighbourhood policy needs to be imaginatively crafted in tune with the
emerging realities in order to maintain its regional power status and to realise status
transformation to the next level in the near future. It calls for promotion of a multi-vector foreign
policy by diversifying its foreign policy attention on multiple powers (not only the US; but also
Russia, the European Union, Africa and so on) in the global arena while developing a stronger
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matrix of multilateralism (may be a revival of non-alignment?) and employing stronger diplomatic
communications strategies. Such re-strategising can enable India to strengthen its position in
the region/neighbourhood. India’s neighbourhood policy can go a long way, if these initiatives
are properly backed up by sufficient innovative hard power resources (defence and economy)
and the use of soft power strategies. The latter can be operationalised only by way of creatively
propelling India’s democratic values and ideas, which can further improve its civilisational ties
with regional states. This in turn can lead to a recalibration of India’s neighbourhood policy.

The writer is Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Hyderabad
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-10-25

QUAD COUNTRIES INTERESTED IN STRENGTHENING
RULES-BASED ORDER IN INDO-PACIFIC

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Defence Secretary Mark Esper are travelling to India to
hold talks with External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

Quad - comprising Japan, India, Australia and the United States - is not an alliance but a
grouping of countries driven by shared interests and values and interested in strengthening a
rules-based order in the strategically-important Indo-Pacific region, a senior Trump
administration official has said.

The four countries had in 2017 given shape to the long-pending proposal of setting up the
"Quad" or the Quadrilateral coalition to counter China's aggressive behaviour in the Indo-Pacific
region.

"There's nothing about the Quad that it is an alliance. It is not formalised. There's no reciprocal
obligation among the countries who are involved. It's not an organisation that solicits
membership," a senior administration official said during a conference call with reporters ahead
of the next week's 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue between India and the US.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Defence Secretary Mark Esper are travelling to India to
hold talks with External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh. The
visiting American officials would also be meeting Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

To a query, the official said, the Quad ministerial meeting that they had in Tokyo in October just
demonstrated the strong ties among the Indo-Pacific democracies.

"I would say it's a grouping of countries who are interested in strengthening a rules-based order
in which all nations are sovereign, strong, and prosperous. It's an opportunity for us to carry out
continued dialogue and to work towards mutually agreed-upon outcomes.

"It's a grouping of countries that's driven by shared interests and values rather than binding
obligations. That's an example of effective multilateralism at its best," the official said, requesting
anonymity.

As the US, Japan, Australia, and India are getting together to cooperate on one issue or
another, if there are other countries that want to participate in those discussions or those
activities, the door is always open, the official said.

The cooperation of the US and India on the Quad along with Australia and Japan really reflect a
convergence of common values and interests in the region, the official said.

"We're the two largest democracies in the Indo-Pacific region, and we have shared values and
interests with all four countries. It's not an exclusive grouping by any means. All four countries
are interested and eager in welcoming other countries to the table for individual elements of
cooperation that we do, some of them under the Quad framework but not all of them. That's for
sure," the official said.

"It is something that's flexible and reflects our common values and interests, and I think is really
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for the long term," the official said.

In November 2017, India, Japan, the US and Australia gave shape to the long-pending proposal
of setting up the "Quad" to develop a new strategy to keep the critical sea routes in the Indo-
Pacific free of any influence.

In the midst of growing global concern over China''s expansionist behaviour, the foreign
ministers of the Quad member nations met in Tokyo on October 6 and reaffirmed their collective
vision for a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific.

The foreign minister of the four countries held their first meeting under the ''Quad'' framework in
New York in September 2019.

The evolving situation in the Indo-Pacific region in the wake of China's increasing military
muscle flexing has become a major talking point among leading global powers. The US has
been favouring making Quad a security architecture to check China''s growing assertiveness.

China is engaged in hotly contested territorial disputes in the South and East China Seas.
Beijing has also made substantial progress in militarising its man-made islands in the past few
years.

Beijing claims sovereignty over all of the South China Sea. But Vietnam, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Brunei and Taiwan have counterclaims. In the East China Sea, China has territorial
disputes with Japan.

The South China Sea and the East China Sea are stated to be rich in minerals, oil and other
natural resources. They are also vital to global trade. Although the US lays no claims to the
disputed waters, it has challenged China's growing territorial claims in the South China Sea by
deploying warships and fighter jets to assert freedom of navigation and overflight patrols in the
strategically vital region.
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2+2 TO REVIEW ACCOMPLISHMENTS, LAY DOWN
NEXT STEPS FOR INDIAN-US COOPERATION:
OFFICIAL

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

There is a bipartisan support in the US on its relationship with India, say officials

The 2+2 India-US ministerial in New Delhi next week would review the accomplishments and lay
down the next steps for the global cooperation between the two largest democracies in the
world, a senior Trump administration official has said.

The last major diplomatic engagement of the Trump administration days before the November 3
presidential election, the two-day meeting, involving four top cabinet ministers from India and the
US, is expected to lay the foundation for the next four years of this relationship irrespective of
who comes to power.

Speaking on the conditions of anonymity, senior administration officials from the State
Department and the Pentagon asserted that there was a bipartisan support in the US on its
relationship with India.

"The 2+2 ministerial will serve as a capstone to review our many accomplishments as well as lay
down next steps for the US-India Comprehensive Global Strategic Partnership," a senior
administration official told reporters during a conference call organised by the Foreign Press
Center in Washington DC.

Broadly, they intend to focus on four major themes at this year's 2+2: global cooperation, which
includes public health collaboration and work in the Indo-Pacific; economic cooperation, which
includes partnership on energy and in space; people-to-people ties; and defense and security
ties.

Noting that on the US-India economic cooperation, they are working together towards economic
recovery and getting bilateral trade back on track, the official said the US International
Development Finance Corporation has made commitments to support more than USD 500
million in investment projects in India and has recently assigned a managing director in Mumbai,
who will help expand their investments in India and in the region.

The official said that joint efforts to develop and produce COVID-19 vaccines have taken off at a
remarkable pace.

More than half a dozen American companies and institutions are working on vaccine research
with Indian partners like the Serum Institute of India, the official said.

US Government's health and development agencies, including the CDC, the National Institutes
of Health, the Food and Drug Administration, and USAID, have provided technical assistance
and training to Indian partners on a significant scale, including at the state and local levels.

Global cooperation also includes high-level engagements, the official said, adding that Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo and External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, along with their Japanese and
Australian counterparts, met in Tokyo on October 6 for the second Quad meeting of foreign
ministers.
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"Given China’s increasingly aggressive behaviour across the Indo-Pacific from the Himalayas to
the South China Sea, it's more important than ever that we work with likeminded partners such
as India," said the official, adding that the US is also looking forward to working with India during
its upcoming term on the UN Security Council to address these challenges and the other
pressing issues before them.

Another senior administration official said that the defence relationship with India right now is
currently at its best in recent memory.

"The progress we’ve made since India became a major defence partner in 2016 is remarkable.
We held the inaugural 2+2 ministerial in 2018, Prime Minister Modi visited the United States in
2019, and President Trump visited India in February this year, just to name a few symbolic
highlights," said the official.

During the 2+2, the two countries are working to enhance maritime security across the Indian
Ocean region by coordinating security cooperation and building partner capacity with regional
countries.

India announced just this week that it was inviting Australia, which along with the US and Japan,
to the Malabar naval exercise in November. The last time Australia participated in Malabar was
in 2007, more than a decade ago.

"This invitation signals not only a strategic convergence between the Quadrilateral partners but
a recognition that regional security requires strengthening allies and partnerships and working
multilateral on issues of mutual concern," said the official.

Noting that information sharing, which figures prominently in defence cooperation, the official
said that the two countries have made significant progress towards concluding the last
foundational defence enabling agreement, the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement, or
the BECA.

"This agreement will allow for expanded geospatial information sharing between our armed
forces. We are also seeking to expand secure communication capabilities between our
respective militaries as well as between our foreign and defense ministries, and that too figures
prominently on what we’re trying to accomplish in the information-sharing space," said the
official.

With respect to military-to-military engagement, India and the US are working to build greater
interoperability by increasing the sophistication of combined exercises.

The passing exercise between the Indian Navy and the U.S.S. Nimitz Carrier Strike Group this
summer is just one example. The recent refuelling of one of Navy's P-8 aircraft in Port Blair is
another example, the official said.

Over the past year, the US has placed a liaison officer at the Information Fusion Center-Indian
Ocean Region. And an Indian liaison was placed at US Central Command, which both of these
have enhanced coordination and information sharing between the navies.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-10-27

INDIA TO SIGN GEO-SPATIAL COOPERATION DEAL
WITH U.S.

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

After the talks on Tuesday, U.S. officials will leave for Sri Lanka, Maldives and Indonesia.

As reported by The Hindu last month, in the run up to the 2+2, the U.S. was keen on India
signing BECA and discussions continued to iron out the differences. One of the major
differences was the issue of reciprocity in exchange of geo-spatial data.

A maritime information agreement is also under discussion between India and the US, an official
source stated. India already has such agreement with other Quad countries, Australia and
Japan. As reported by The Hindu last month, in the run up to the 2+2, the U.S. was keen on
India signing BECA and discussions continued to iron out the differences. One of the major
differences was the issue of reciprocity in exchange of geo-spatial data.

The Defence Ministry said the two Ministers “also discussed requirements of expanding
deployments of liaison officers.”

India has posted a liaison officer at the U.S. Navy Central Command in Bahrain recently and is
also considering a U.S. request for posting liaison officers at the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command
(USINDOPACOM) and the U.S. Special Operations Command (USSOCOM). The U.S. has
already posted a liaison officer at the Indian Navy’s Information Fusion Centre for Indian Ocean
Region (IFC-IOR).

A U.S. State department official said in Washington on Saturday that the talks will focus on four
themes — regional security cooperation, defence information sharing, military-to-military
interactions, and defence trade.

“This agreement will allow for expanded geospatial information sharing between our armed
forces. We are also seeking to expand secure communication capabilities between our
respective militaries as well as between our foreign and defence ministries,” he stated.
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CONTESTING NEIGHBOURS, REVISED GEOPOLITICAL
PLAYBOOKS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia

The year 2020 has been a watershed moment for relations between India and China following
the most serious clashes between the two countries in the Galwan region of Ladakh since the
1962 war; relations between New Delhi and Beijing are at new lows. These events have had a
cascading effect on the very thought process of foreign policy, not just for New Delhi with regard
to its neighbourhood but also Beijing’s understanding of its own threat perceptions as well.

Strategic autonomy is today a term New Delhi’s power corridors are well-acquainted with.
According to a former Foreign Secretary of India, Vijay Gokhale, the ideation of ‘strategic
autonomy’ is much different from the Nehruvian era thinking of ‘non-alignment’. Speaking in
January 2019, Mr. Gokhale said: “The alignment is issue based, and not ideological.”

For Beijing and New Delhi, one region where both contesting neighbours have employed similar
versions of ‘non-alignment’ thinking is in West Asia, and the ethos of equitable engagement with
the three poles of power in Saudi Arabia, Iran and Israel, without stepping into the
entanglements of the region’s multi-layered conflicts and political fissures. Such were the
commonalities in thinking that at one point in time, suggestions were made to construct an
‘importers OPEC’ in order to put forward the interests of major oil importers, mostly developing
Asian economies, against the producers’ cartel. However, the year 2020 and the tectonic
geopolitical shifts it has brought in its wake, from deteriorating U.S.-China ties, to the COVID-19
pandemic that started in China, followed by the Ladakh crisis, is forcing a drastic change in the
geopolitical playbooks of the two Asian giants, and, by association, global security architectures
as well.

Pre-dating 2020, India’s outreach to West Asia sharpened since 2014 with the coming of the
Narendra Modi government. As the powerful and oil-rich Gulf states looked for investment
alternatives away from the West to deepen their own strategic depth, persuaded by Mr. Modi’s
centralised decision-making style, India doubled down on its relations with the likes of Abu Dhabi
and Riyadh, giving open economic and political preference to the larger Gulf region. While
engagements with Israel moved steadily forward, Iran lagged behind, bogged down by U.S.
sanctions, which in turn significantly slowed the pace of India-Iran engagements.

Meanwhile, China’s overtures have been steadily more adventurous as it realises two major
shifts that have taken place in West Asia. First, Beijing has tried to capitalise around the thinking
in the Gulf that the American security safety net is not absolute, and they need to invest more in
others. China, being second only to the U.S. in both economic and military terms today, is the
obvious engagement. The fact that the United Arab Emirates (UAE) obtained Chinese Wing
Loong drones in 2016 — a copy of U.S.’s infamous armed MQ-9 ‘Reaper’ drone that
Washington refused to sell — offers a good example of the Gulf’s resolve of attaining military
capabilities from wherever possible. Second, the Gulf economies such as Saudi Arabia, even
though attempting a hard shift away from their addiction to the petro dollar, will still need growing
markets to sell oil to in the coming decade as they reform their economic systems. The obvious
two markets here are China and India.

However, Beijing’s recent plays in the region have not been subtle. A report in September shone
light on a $400 billion, 25-year understanding between Iran and China, with Beijing taking
advantage of U.S. President Donald Trump’s abandonment of the Iran nuclear deal. Scholars
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such as Scott J. Harr have pontificated that China is no longer happy with a passive role in West
Asia, and through concepts such as “negative peace” and “peace through development”, in
concert with tools such as the Belt and Road Initiative, Beijing is now ready to offer an
alternative model for “investment and influence”. Over the past month, Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi during an in-person meet with Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
suggested the development of a “new forum” to address the region’s tensions — an alternative
to the West-led ecosystems that have prevailed for decades. It remains to be seen, however,
how China balances itself between the poles of power while backing one so aggressively.

From India’s perspective, as it maintains its trapeze-wire balancing act of diplomacy in West
Asia, the overt outreach to the Gulf and the ensuing announcements of multi-billion-dollar
investments on Indian shores by entities from Saudi Arabia and the UAE is only New Delhi
recognising the economic realities of the region. Despite entanglements in the Yemen war and
general tensions between the Gulf states and Iran, the likes of Saudi Arabia, the UAE and so on
have maintained relatively strong and stable economic progression. Israel’s recent peace
accords with the UAE and Bahrain add much further weight towards a more stable Gulf region
— the caveats withstanding that the operationalisation of the accords is smooth and long-lasting.

The theory of interests superseding ideology in foreign policy is fast unravelling practically, both
from the perspectives of India and China. While in the recent past, the Indo-Pacific, with the
development of the Quad, has taken centre stage, other geographies such as West Asia have
also started to showcase bolder examples of New Delhi and Beijing’s metamorphosing
approaches towards the international arena.

Kabir Taneja is Fellow, Strategies Studies Programme and Head, West Asia Initiative, Observer
Research Foundation. The views expressed are personal
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-10-27

2+2 MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE: INDIA, US TO INK BECA
AGREEMENT ON TUESDAY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

NEW DELHI: India and the US on Monday said they would sign the Basic Exchange and
Cooperation Agreement for Geo-Spatial Cooperation (BECA) setting the stage for a successful
round of 2+2 talks between the defence and foreign ministers of the two countries on Tuesday.
The pact represents a deepening of India-US security military ties, a testament to the rapid
warming of ties in the short span of two decades.

The pact is expected to give India access to crucial information which will have implications in
any potential military conflict, say analysts. These include monitoring hostile movements and
precise and real time information on enemy positions during any potential border conflict, said
former foreign secretary Kanwal Sibal. Coming as it does in the middle of tensions between
India and China along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) border, the implications of BECA are not
expected to be lost on Beijing, which has long been suspicious of the growing closeness
between New Delhi and Washington.

The 2+2 talks on Tuesday is seen as the last major engagement in Washington’s diplomatic
calendar before the US goes to the polls on 3 November. Ahead of the talks, US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo and Secretary of Defence Mark Esper arrived in New Delhi on Monday.
Immediately after their separate arrivals, Esper and Pompeo went in for bilateral discussions
with their counterparts – Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Foreign Minister S Jaishankar.
Later, the two Indian ministers also hosted their counterparts to dinner, a person privy to the
programmes of two said.

“This is the third meeting of the 2+2 held regularly since 2018. The fact that it is being held in
person and a just a week before the US elections shows that both countries attach value to the
talks. It also shows bipartisan support for the India-US ties and convergence of political,
diplomatic and security dimensions of the cooperation," said former Indian ambassador to the
US, Arun Singh. “Historically, the India-US relationship has been affected by the prevailing
global trends. In this case, the rise of China is giving the necessary tailwind to the relationship.
This has gained further impetus with China’s aggressive posturing in the South China Sea,
against Taiwan, along the LAC and the East China Sea besides its Wolf Warrior diplomacy," he
added.

A statement from the Indian defence ministry said Singh and Esper “reviewed bilateral defence
cooperation spanning military to military cooperation, secure communication systems and
information sharing, defence trade and industrial issues and also discussed ways to take
bilateral cooperation forward." While expressing satisfaction at the “close engagements between
the respective Armed Forces" they also explored “potential new areas of cooperation," it said.

“The two ministers expressed satisfaction that agreement of BECA will be signed during the
visit. US Secretary of Defence welcomed Australia’s participation in the exercise Malabar
2020,"it said. The second was a reference to Australia joining the naval exercises that so far
included the US, India and Japan. It adds a naval dimension to the “Quad" – comprising
India,Japan,US and Australia, a grouping that China has been deeply suspicious of.

On Tuesday, Pompeo and Esper are first expected to visit the National War Memorial before
heading to Hyderabad House for the “2+2" discussions. After the 2+2 talks, Pompeo and Esper



Page 101

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

are to call on Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Though India has been circumspect about the issues on the table, India’s border tensions with
China are expected to figure in the talks. Speaking to reporters last week, Pompeo had said:

“I’m also sure that my meetings will also include discussions on how free nations can work
together to thwart the threats posed by the Chinese Communist Party."

New Delhi is the first stop for Pompeo who is to travel to Sri Lanka, the Maldives and Indonesia
in a bid to forge a broad front against an increasingly assertive China, which has been making
political and military inroads across Asia. In Sri Lanka and the Maldives, China has financed and
built various infrastructure. In Indonesia, Pompeo is expected to discuss growing Chinese
activities in the disputed South China Sea.
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U.S. TO SELL DEFENCE SYSTEMS WORTH $2.4
BILLION TO TAIWAN

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Tsai Ing-wen  

The U.S. on Monday said it had approved a $2.4 billion sale of 100 Harpoon coastal defence
systems to Taiwan, defying Beijing’s anger over a $1 billion missile deal last week.

The announcement came just hours after Beijing said it would sanction U.S. firms involved in an
earlier arms sales to the democratic self-ruled island.

The proposed sale of the Harpoon systems “will help improve the security of the recipient and
assist in maintaining political stability, military balance... and progress in the region,” the State
Department said in a statement.

The deal involves 100 Harpoon Coastal Defense Systems (HCDS), which includes 400 RGM-
84L-4 Harpoon Block II surface-launched missiles with a range of around 125 km.

The missiles, manufactured by Boeing, can be positioned on fixed platforms or mounted on
trucks.

The office of Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen released a statement thanking the U.S. for the
sale, saying it would “upgrade asymmetric warfare capabilities.”

Democratic and self-ruled Taiwan lives under constant threat of invasion by China, whose
leaders view the island as part of their territory. They have vowed to one day seize Taiwan, by
force if necessary.

Beijing has ramped up diplomatic and military pressure on Taiwan since the 2016 election of Ms.
Tsai, who views the island as a de facto sovereign nation and not part of “one China.”

Military activity

Chinese fighter jets and bombers have entered Taiwan’s air defense zone with unprecedented
frequency in recent months, while propaganda films have shown simulated attacks on Taiwan-
like territories and U.S. bases in Guam.

Beijing said on Tuesday it “firmly opposed” such moves, urging the U.S. to “call off the relevant
arms sales plan to Taiwan, so as not to cause further damage to China-U.S. relations and peace
and stability across the Taiwan Strait”. China said it would “take necessary measures to firmly
safeguard its national sovereignty and security interests.”
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INDIA’S OUTREACH TO MYANMAR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Myanmar

Chief of Army Staff General M.M. Naravane and Foreign Secretary Harsh V. Shringla along with
Ambassador of India to Myanmar Saurabh Kumar called on State Counsellor Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi in Myanmar on October 5, 2020. Photo: Twitter/@IndiainMyanmar via PTI  

The recent visit of Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla and Chief of the Army Staff Gen.
Manoj Naravane to Myanmar reflected India’s multidimensional interests in the country and the
deepening of ties between Delhi and Naypyidaw. Coming a few weeks before Myanmar’s
general election, the visit underscored two lines of thinking that drive India’s Myanmar policy:
engagement with key political actors and balancing neighbours. For Myanmar, the visit would be
viewed as India’s support for its efforts in strengthening democratisation amidst criticisms by
rights groups over the credibility of its upcoming election. The Indian delegation met State
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi and Myanmar’s military Commander-in-Chief Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing.

The political logic that has shaped India’s Myanmar policy since the 1990s has been to support
democratisation driven from within the country. This has allowed Delhi to engage with the
military that played a key role in Myanmar’s political transition and is still an important political
actor. It has also enabled Delhi to work with the party in power, whether the military-backed
Union Solidarity and Development Party that won the 2010 polls or the pro-democracy National
League for Democracy, which is in power now.

Also read | India has an ‘abiding interest’ in resolving crisis in Rakhine State

India is cognisant of the geopolitical dimension of Myanmar’s democratisation. Myanmar’s
political transition created challenges for Naypyidaw and limited its ties with the West. India and
a few Asian countries have engaged Myanmar keeping in mind the need to reintegrate it with the
region and world. This has been a strategic imperative for Naypyidaw as part of its policy of
diversifying its foreign engagements.

A key factor behind the military regime’s decision to open the country when it initiated reforms
was, in part, to reduce dependence on China. By engaging Myanmar, Delhi provides alternative
options to Naypyidaw. This driver in India’s Myanmar policy has perhaps gained greater salience
in the rapidly changing regional geopolitics.

Like in other neighbouring countries, India suffers from an image of being unable get its act
together in making its presence felt on the ground. Some initiatives announced during the joint
visit suggest Delhi is taking steps to leverage its political, diplomatic, and security ties with
Myanmar to address some of these issues. The inauguration of the liaison office of the Embassy
of India in Naypyidaw may seem a routine diplomatic activity. However, establishing a
permanent presence in the capital where only a few countries have set up such offices does
matter. Interestingly, China was the first country to establish a liaison office in Naypyidaw in
2017.

Also read | India to handover Kilo class attack submarine to Myanmar

India has also proposed to build a petroleum refinery in Myanmar that would involve an
investment of $6 billion. This is another indication of Myanmar’s growing significance in India’s
strategic calculus, particularly in energy security. It also shows India’s evolving competitive

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-has-an-abiding-interest-in-resolving-crisis-in-rakhine-state/article32776649.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-to-handover-kilo-class-attack-submarine-to-myanmar/article32866535.ece


Page 105

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

dynamic with China in the sector at a time when tensions between the two have intensified.

Another area of cooperation that has expanded involves the border areas. The joint visit
reiterated the “mutual commitment not to allow respective territories to be used for activities
inimical to each other.” Both Delhi and Naypyidaw have been collaborating in the development
of border areas with the understanding that it is the best guarantee to secure their borders. And
this is an area where the fruits of bilateral cooperation are already evident on the ground.
Furthermore, the recent announcement that India was transferring a Kilo-class submarine to
Myanmar demonstrates the depth of their cooperation in the maritime domain.

Also read | India, Myanmar review ties

Last, for Delhi, the balancing act between Bangladesh and Myanmar remains one of the keys to
its overall approach to the Rohingya issue. Delhi has reiterated its support for “ensuring safe,
sustainable and speedy return of displaced persons” to Myanmar. The choices before Delhi are
limited on the issue. By positioning as playing an active role in facilitating the return of Rohingya
refugees to Myanmar, India has made it clear that it supports Myanmar’s efforts and also
understands Bangladesh’s burden. For Delhi, engaging rather than criticising is the most
practical approach to finding a solution.

Delhi’s political engagement and diplomatic balancing seems to have worked so far in its ties
with Myanmar. Whether it has leveraged these advantages on the ground to the full is open to
debate. The aforementioned initiatives could be the beginning of change on the ground by
establishing India’s presence in sectors where it ought to be more pronounced. For India,
Myanmar is key in linking South Asia to Southeast Asia and the eastern periphery becomes the
focal point for New Delhi’s regional outreach.

Harsh V. Pant is Director, Studies at the Observer Research Foundation (ORF) and Professor of
International Relations, King’s College London; K. Yhome is a Senior Fellow with ORF’s
Neigbhourhood Regional Studies Initiative
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THE GILGIT-BALTISTAN GAME PLAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Reports indicate that the Pakistan government is on the verge of declaring Gilgit-Baltistan a
province of Pakistan. The most authoritative declaration came last month from Pakistan’s
Minister of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan who stated that Prime Minister Imran Khan would
soon make an announcement to this effect.

Technically speaking Gilgit-Baltistan was a part of the State of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) at the
time of Partition although Dogra rule sat very lightly on this region. Much of it, particularly Gilgit,
because of its strategic importance in the context of the Great Game in Central Asia, had been
leased to the British by the Maharaja and was under the direct control of the British government
until the lapse of suzerainty. Gilgit had its own British-officered local army, the Gilgit Scouts,
which switched allegiance to Pakistan within a week of the Maharaja’s accession to India.

Gilgit-Baltistan | The land of peaks, streams and disputes

From the beginning Gilgit-Baltistan was governed as a separate entity by Pakistan and not as a
part of Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK). Islamabad had hesitated to declare it a province of
Pakistan because of its claim that J&K is disputed territory and its future must be decided by a
plebiscite among all its inhabitants.

There are several reasons why Islamabad has now decided to formally integrate Gilgit-Baltistan
into Pakistan. First, the revocation of Article 370 by India and the bifurcation of the State into two
Union Territories have sent a clear message that the Kashmir dispute is not only dead but also
buried as far as New Delhi is concerned. Pakistan’s imminent move, transforming Gilgit-
Baltistan’s de facto status into a de jure one, is a clear riposte to the Indian decision.

Second, public opinion in Gilgit-Baltistan has long been in favour of full integration into Pakistan
as a province as the predominantly Shia and ethnically distinct population of the region has very
little in common with PoK. Islamabad feels that by declaring it a province will assuage domestic
dissatisfaction on this score.

Third, China has been encouraging Islamabad to turn Gilgit-Baltistan into a province. The China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) runs through Gilgit-Baltistan and China has invested
heavily in the region. In view of India’s continuing claim to the area, Beijing is interested in
delinking Gilgit-Baltistan formally from Kashmir so that its investment does not remain hostage
to the possibility of another round of India-Pakistan hostilities over Kashmir.

Also read | Gilgit-Baltistan polls have no legal basis, says India

China also wants to repay India in its own coin following New Delhi’s decision to separate
Ladakh from J&K. Beijing views the Indian move as the first step towards India attempting to
enforce its claim on Aksai Chin, currently under Chinese occupation.

In addition to CPEC, China considers Gilgit-Baltistan very important because of its strategic
location. It is contiguous to Ladakh as well as Xinjiang and could act as a staging post against
India if a major conflict erupts in Ladakh. Beijing possibly presumes that Pakistan will agree to a
Chinese military presence in Gilgit-Baltistan because Islamabad would like to see India
embroiled simultaneously in a two-front war — in Ladakh and Gilgit — with China.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/pak-to-make-gilgit-baltistan-a-full-fledged-province-report/article32633442.ece
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There is already substantial Chinese civilian presence in Gilgit-Baltistan related to CPEC
projects. China is interested in stationing military personnel as well. Delinking the region from
the Kashmir dispute would make it easier for the international community to accept Chinese
presence in Gilgit-Baltistan. It would also serve Pakistan’s purpose of getting back at India for
abrogating Article 370 as well as complicating India’s strategic environment by the implicit threat
of turning it into a Chinese staging ground.

India must calibrate its response carefully because merely by turning up the rhetorical heat, it
may play into Chinese and Pakistani hands and escalate the situation. Rhetoric must always be
determined by a meticulous assessment of capability.

Mohammed Ayoob is University Distinguished Professor Emeritus of International Relations,
Michigan State University
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-10-28

2+2 TALKS: US SAYS IT STANDS WITH INDIA IN
EFFORTS TO DEFEND ITS SOVEREIGNTY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

China's military belligerence in eastern Ladakh and Indo-Pacific region figured prominently
during the third edition of the 2+2 strategic dialogue between India and the US

NEW DELHI: India on Tuesday announced a deepening of ties across the spectrum with the US
but stopped short of a formal alliance with Washington as both sides signed a key strategic pact
allowing the sharing of satellite gathered real time intelligence.

A joint statement released after the third India-US 2+2 talks – between the foreign and defence
ministers of the two countries -- spoke of reinforcing ties in health against the backdrop of the
covid-19 pandemic, supply chain resilience, in the maintenance of a free and open Indo-Pacific,
defence and defence innovation, counter terrorism, energy, space, cyber security and education.

‘The Ministers looked forward to the conclusion of an overarching MoU between India’s Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare and the US Department of Health and Human Services (HHS),
including their component agencies and departments, to enhance health cooperation, including
on health emergencies and pandemics, prevention, diagnosis and treatment of communicable
and non-communicable diseases, and biomedical research and innovation," the statement said.

On the “Quad" that brings together India, US, Australia and Japan, the statement said that four
ministers “welcomed the fact that these consultations would now be held annually. They
expressed their support for further strengthening Quad cooperation through expanded activities,
including initiating a dialogue among the development organizations of partner countries," it
said.

The centerpiece of the visit was however the signing of the Basic Exchange and Cooperation
Agreement (BECA) that will allow sharing of high-end military technology, geospatial maps and
classified satellite data between Indian and US militaries. The data will allow India to map
precise enemy positions during any potential border conflict, say analysts.

The pact comes as India is engaged in a tense military standoff with China. That US Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo and Secretary of Defence Mark Esper traveled to New Delhi in person at
the time of the covid-19 pandemic and amid India’s military standoff with China for the 2+2 talks
is seen as a signal of the warmth New Delhi now shares with Washington.

“By signing the last of the four so-called foundational agreements, India has formally become a
close defense partner of the US. Making this ‘soft alliance’ meaningful in practice will be more
challenging, given that the US military normally collaborates with treaty-based allies," Brahma
Chellany, analyst with the New Delhi-based Centre for Policy Research think tank said in a
Twitter post. He was referring to pacts India and the US have signed before including a logistics
support pact and another to procure specialised equipment for encrypted communications for
US origin military platforms.

In his remarks at the end of the talks, foreign minister S. Jaishankar underlined the growing
convergences between New Delhi and Washington.

“The 2+2 dialogue has a pol-mil (political-military) agenda that underlines our close bilateral

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/mike-pompeo-mark-esper-call-on-modi-convey-us-interest-in-strengthening-ties-11603806987241.html
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relationship. Our national security convergences have obviously grown in a more multi-polar
world. We meet today to not only advance our own interests but to ensure that our bilateral
cooperation makes a positive contribution in the world arena," Indian foreign minister S.
Jaishankar said in his remarks at the end of the 2+2 talks.

In a not-so-subtle message to China, Jaishankar said: “the Indo-Pacific region was a particular
focus of our talks."

“We reiterated the importance of peace, stability and prosperity for all countries in this region,"
he said in a possible reference to tensions triggered by China’s aggressive behavior in the South
China Sea, East China Sea and the Taiwan Straits besides India’s own border standoff with
China. “As Raksha Mantri (Defence Minister Rajnath Singh) stated, this is possible only by
upholding the rules based international order, ensuring the freedom of navigation in the
international seas, promoting open connectivity and respecting the territorial integrity and
sovereignty of all states," he said. “A multi-polar world must have a multi-polar Asia as its basis,"
Jaishankar added pointedly, seen as a sign that New Delhi would not accept Chinese hegemony
or aggression.

Pompeo and Esper named China in their comments with the former referring to the violent clash
between Indian and Chinese troops in Ladakh on 15 June. “The US will stand with India as they
confront threats to their sovereignty and to their liberty," Pompeo said.

“The challenge of the pandemic that came from Wuhan also fed into discussions about the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP)," he said."Our leaders and our citizens see with increasing
clarity that the CCP is no friend to democracy, the rule of law, transparency, the freedom of
navigation and free open and prosperous Indo-Pacific," Pompeo added.

Esper in his comments said that the US India partnership was more important in the context of a
world that was confronted by a global pandemic and growing security challenges.

“Based on our shared values and common interest, we stand shoulder to shoulder in support of
a free and open Indo Pacific for all. Particularly in the face of increasing aggression and
destabilising activities by China," he said.

Singh on his part noted that India and the US had agreed to station Indian officers in the US
Central Command overseeing operations in the Central Asia and Pakistan as well as the US
Africa Command besides increasing the scope and complexities of bilateral military exercises.

“In today's meeting we also explored probable capacity building and other joint cooperation
activities in third countries, including our neighbourhood and beyond. We have convergence of
views on a number of such proposals and will take those forward," Singh added.
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INDIA, US SIGN 'BECA' DEAL TO DEEPEN MILITARY
TIES AMID CHINA TENSIONS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

The pact represents a deepening of military ties, a testament to the rapid warming of bilateral
relations in a span of two decades

NEW DELHI: India and the US on Tuesday signed the Basic Exchange and Cooperation
Agreement for Geo-Spatial Cooperation (Beca) that will allow India access to crucial information
that will have implications in any potential military conflict, a person familiar with the matter said.

These include access to a range of topographical, nautical and aeronautical data considered key
to map hostile movements and precise and real-time information on enemy positions accessed
from US military satellites during any potential border conflict.

The signing of the pact happened after India and the US held their third 2+2 talks. The pact
represents a deepening of military ties, a testament to the rapid warming of bilateral relations in
a span of two decades.
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INDIA, CENTRAL ASIAN REPUBLICS CALL FOR
DESTRUCTION OF TERROR ‘SAFE HAVENS’

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Central Asia

S. Jaishankar  

The Central Asian republics joined India on Wednesday in demanding destruction of “safe
havens” of terrorism. The second meeting of the India-Central Asia Dialogue jointly expressed
support for the peace negotiations in Afghanistan, which is expected to usher in a new age for
the war-torn country.

“The Ministers strongly condemned terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and reaffirmed
the determination of their countries to combat this menace by destroying terrorist safe-havens,
networks, infrastructure and funding channels. They also underlined the need for every country
to ensure that its territory is not used to launch terrorist attacks against other countries,” said a
joint statement issued after the meeting.

Delivering his opening remarks, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar described the Central
Asian region as India’s “extended neighbourhood”. Among the key takeaways from the meeting
was the announcement of an additional $1 billion Line of Credit by India for the Central Asian
countries. It is expected that the money will be spent for major infrastructural and connectivity
projects.

Chabahar port

The joint statement highlighted the appreciation from the Foreign Ministers of Kazakhstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and the First Deputy Foreign Minister of the Kyrgyz
Republic for India’s “efforts to modernise the infrastructure of the Chabahar port in Iran, which
could become an important link in trade and transport communications between the markets of
Central and South Asia”.

The meeting also led to the announcement of grant financing by India for high-impact community
development projects in the countries. It also led to the establishment of working groups by India
Central Asia Business Council comprising the key Chambers of all participating countries.

Apart from Dr. Jaishankar, the meeting was attended by his counterparts Mukhtar Tleuberdi
(Kazakhstan), Sirodjiddin Muhriddin (Tajikistan), Rashid Meredov (Turkmenistan), Abdulaziz
Kamilov (Uzbekistan) and First Deputy Foreign Minister of the Kyrgyz Republic Nuran
Niyazaliev.
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TWO TOGETHER: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON INDIA-
U.S. TIES AND CHINA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

The India-U.S. Foreign and Defence Ministers meet for the “2+2” mechanism just a week before
the U.S. elections is proof that bilateral ties between the two countries are on a firm footing.
Ostensibly, the purpose was to conduct an annual review of ties and to wrap up the Basic
Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) for Geo-spatial Cooperation, the last of the three
enabling agreements which will facilitate easier interoperability between the Indian and
American defence forces. Other agreements signed or reviewed included those in the areas of
health and COVID-19 cooperation, building strategic petroleum reserves in the U.S., renewable
energy, space, cyberspace, counter-terrorism and counter-narcotics. In the Joint statement they
issued, the Ministers also called on Pakistan to take “immediate, sustained and irreversible
action” against cross-border terror groups on its soil, and to bring to justice the perpetrators of
the 2008 Mumbai attacks, and 2016 Uri and Pathankot strikes. However, the timing and the
tenor of the American pronouncements prior to the visit made it clear that the larger import of the
visit for the Trump administration was about dealing with China. In every interaction, U.S.
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo referred to the challenge from Beijing, of the need to build a
counter coalition to the “Chinese Communist Party”, and to further U.S. Indo-Pacific policy in this
regard. In India, he made a reference to the “increasing aggression and destabilising activities
by China” and mentioned Indian soldiers killed in clashes with the PLA on the LAC in June. He is
taking the same message to his next stops. In Colombo and Male on Wednesday — he is also
visiting Indonesia — Mr. Pompeo raised the need to counter and provide alternatives to what he
called China’s “bad deals, violations of sovereignty and lawlessness on land and sea”.

For New Delhi, the visit by the U.S. officials was a way to demonstrate that the bilateral
relationship is “poll-proof” and will grow regardless of the November 3 election result. The BECA
agreement signed is an important addition to India’s defence and strategic capabilities, and it is
significant that India-U.S. ties have been reaffirmed now given that it could take some months
for the U.S. administration to restart bilateral engagements post-elections. While welcoming their
U.S. interlocutors and taking ties forward, however, it is significant that the government has
chosen not to enter into the comments made by Mr. Pompeo on India’s China challenge, in
keeping with New Delhi’s stated policy that the LAC tensions are a “bilateral matter”. The
conspicuous silence from External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar in response to Mr. Pompeo’s
comments on China is also a sobering reminder that while India appreciates support from the
U.S., it retains its strategic autonomy in dealing with threats and troubles with its biggest
neighbour.
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From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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THE CHALLENGES OF WALKING THE INDO-PACIFIC
TALK

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

The recently concluded third annual United States-India 2+2 ministerial dialogue has amplified
the ongoing conversation in India on the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad), the Indo-
Pacific, the threat from China, and, the United States as a potential ‘alliance’ partner. No
strategic vision has captivated India’s foreign policy mandarins and strategic community in
recent times as have the Indo-Pacific and the Quad.

The international community has once again decided to court New Delhi to play a decisive role
in shaping the region’s strategic future. While during the mid-2000s the world expected India to
be an economic powerhouse, a decade later, those expectations remain modest, at best. The
expectation this time is more strategic and military, to lead the charge against China from within
the region. Will India, and can India, fulfil these expectations?

Also read | Joint statement on the third U.S.-India 2+2 Ministerial dialogue

The Indo-Pacific is a grand politico-economic vision while the Quad is a forum for strategic and
military consultations among India, the U.S., Australia and Japan. Depending on how one
wishes to view it, they could be seen as conceptually interlinked or as separate visions. Their
similarity comes from the fact that the Quad members are also major States in the Indo-Pacific
region, and both the Quad and the Indo-Pacific constructs are focused on China. More so, they
are also in some ways centred around India’s geographic location and its policies. Put
differently, if you take China out of the equation, they would have little rationale for existence.
And if you take India out of the picture, their ability to sustain as geopolitical constructs would
drastically diminish.

At the same time, the Indo-Pacific and the Quad are also quite different from each other. The
first is a politico-economic vision and the last is a military-strategic vision — the last does not
form the military or strategic nucleus of the first. While the Indo-Pacific provides a complex
political and economic picture with a hesitant, but growing, articulation of China as a strategic
challenge, the Quad is inherently more anti-China in character and intent. The Indo-Pacific,
despite the subtle anti-China undertones, will find it impossible to avoid engaging China. Even
the Quad, still in its institutional infancy, is mostly focused on diplomatic signalling and with little
common intent let alone joint action. At the moment it so seems, paradoxically however, that the
Quad’s ability to succeed would entirely depend on China — the more aggressive China gets,
the more resolute the Quad countries would be in strengthening it.

It is too early to say whether the Indo-Pacific as an economic construct will be able to pose an
alternative to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). The BRI is far more advanced, much more
thought-out, and has the economic might of the Chinese state behind it. Several Indo-Pacific
countries are already members of the BRI. On the flip side, the BRI is a ‘Chinese’ project and is
already under immense stress from its inherent weaknesses, such as China’s unilateral pursuit
of the BRI and the associated economic burdens on the States that sign up to it.

Two together: On India-U.S. ties and China

Notwithstanding the current excitement in New Delhi about the Indo-Pacific, the question we
must ponder over is how successful New Delhi’s Indo-Pacific strategy would be going forward.
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For a politico-economic construct such as the Indo-Pacific to survive, there must be strong
economic partnerships and linkages among its members. Merely focusing on strategic talk and
possible military cooperation will not work because at some point, the unavoidable economic
logic will kick in.

With that in mind, let us examine India’s economic engagement of the Indo-Pacific. For one,
New Delhi’s recent decision not to join the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP), the region’s flagship free trade arrangement, could potentially complicate the country’s
future engagements in the region.

But that is not the complete story. The RCEP decision, a direct result of domestic political
compulsions in India, comes in the backdrop of the already huge gap between India and China
on trade with almost every Indo-Pacific country. The table shows the gap that exists between
Indian and Chinese trade with the major Indo-Pacific and Quad States. This growing trade gap
that India and China have with these countries will be a major determining factor in shaping the
region’s strategic realities.

Also read | India, U.S. ink strategic defence pact

New Delhi’s decision not to sign on to the RCEP also needs to be viewed in the broader context
of the Chinese institutional engagement of the region. Of the main countries of the Indo-Pacific,
the bilateral free trade agreements are as follows.

In the case of India, it does not have FTAs with Australia, New Zealand, the U.S., Bangladesh
and the Maldives. It has FTAs with South Korea, the Association of South East Asian Nations, or
ASEAN, Japan and Sri Lanka. In the case of China, it has FTAs with all these countries barring
the U.S. It does not have an FTA with Bangladesh, while negotiations are on with Sri Lanka.
Trilateral FTA negotiations are also going on between China, Japan and South Korea.

Once again, economic compulsions will go a long way in shaping strategic realities for a variety
of reasons including that trade with China is crucial for the economies of these States. Even if
they attempt economic decoupling from China, it would be a long process, if pursued with
adequate alternatives and political determination. The lesson is straightforward: strategic talk
alone cannot trump economic realities.

If our economic engagements with the region were insufficient, which are at least partly due to
domestic political considerations, our strategic and military engagements in the region also fall
short.

Beijing, for instance, is a major defence supplier to several of the region’s States including
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Thailand, dwarfing
India’s minimal sales, defence dialogues and occasional joint military exercises in the region.

Stop sowing discord between China, regional countries: Beijing on Pompeo’s visit to India

Put differently, India’s role in the Indo-Pacific will remain limited if it does not prove to be a major
economic partner to these States. But given the economic slowdown in India today in the wake
of COVID-19 (compared to the much better place that China is in) and the lack of political
consensus in the country about regional economic agreements such as the RCEP, India’s ability
to economically engage with the region remains limited. On the military-strategic side too, India’s
performance in the region is less than desirable. The only choice, it appears then, is for some
sort of a loosely structured regional strategic alliance with the U.S. and its allies in the broader
Indo-Pacific region. But let us be clear. There is a fundamental difference between sustainably

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-us-ink-strategic-defence-pact/article32953275.ece
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engaging the Indo-Pacific region using economic, strategic and military tools, and choosing to
take the easier and quicker path of a military ‘alliance’ with the U.S. and its allies.

Moreover, is there sufficient political consensus within the country’s strategic elite to pursue
such a path? Having been socialised in the Cold War crucible of non-alignment, and later
strategic autonomy, is the Indian strategic elite ready to embrace a new set of beliefs and ideas
about a balancing act in international politics?

For sure, there is an unapologetic ‘realist’ turn in India’s foreign policy today, perhaps an
unavoidable one, and the Indian debates on balancing and alliance formation are undergoing
major changes as well. New Delhi, however, remains caught between a deeply constrained, but
unavoidable, need to rethink its strategic posture, and the recognition of its material inability to
do so, at least for now.

Happymon Jacob teaches National Security at the School of International Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi
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THE SOUTH CAUCASUS IMBROGLIO:
ARMENIA–AZERBAIJAN CONFLICT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

More from the author

The South Caucasus, which was simmering on a low boil for the last two months, erupted on
September 27, 2020 when fighting broke out between Armenia and Azerbaijan in the disputed
Nagorno-Karabakh region. There have been more than 2,000 fatal casualties and 5,000 injured
on both sides. Notably, in a sign of upping the ante, the military confrontation has involved the
deployment of fighter planes, tanks, heavy artillery, rockets and armed drones.  This repeated
cycle of violence raises pertinent questions on the nature of geo-strategic interests at play in the
South Caucasus and its impact on the region’s peace and stability.

The dispute over Nagorno-Karabakh between Armenia and Azerbaijan is one of the several
“frozen conflicts” in the post-Soviet Union space. The province of Nagorno-Karabakh comprises
a majority Armenian Christian population, but belonged to Azerbaijan during the Soviet times.
This was a carefully crafted policy by Soviet leader Josef Stalin to enmesh populations in order
to stymie ethnic aspirations. Nagorno-Karabakh was severed from Armenia and allotted to
Azerbaijan in the 1920s.  A significant Armenian population was subsequently pushed into the
region by Stalin, thereby turning it into a majority Armenian Christian region in an otherwise
Muslim-majority Azerbaijan. With the dissolution of the former Soviet Union in 1991, the binding
glue that kept peace and harmony in the region came off.  This provided conditions for the two
newly independent countries to fight an irredentist war between 1991 and 1994 over this
landlocked mountainous region, resulting in thousands of casualties. The war also led to about
20 per cent of the Nagorno-Karabakh province of Azerbaijan coming under Armenian control. A
“no war no peace” situation has prevailed between the two countries since then, albeit
interspersed with periodic ceasefire violations.

It appears that most of the regional countries support either of the two warring sides. Turkey, a
majority Sunni state, proclaims cultural and linguistic affinity with Shia-majority Azerbaijan. In
fact, Turkey is Azerbaijan’s key military and economic partner. This has seen Ankara refuse to
accord diplomatic recognition to Armenia. It has imposed economic sanctions on Yerevan and
shut their common border. Similarly, Israel supports Azerbaijan and supplies it with military
hardware even though it maintains diplomatic relations with Armenia. On the other hand, Shia-
majority Iran supports Armenia by proxy, through Russia. Interestingly, Iran also supports
Azerbaijan due to its historical, cultural and religious linkages. It also does not want Azerbaijan
to be drawn completely to the Turkish influence. This is especially so as Azeris constitute the
largest ethnic minority group in Iran. Meanwhile, Russia considers the South Caucasus region
as its “sphere of influence” as it remains the dominant power in many countries that were part of
the former Soviet Union.      

Azerbaijan is rich in oil and gas and is the region’s largest economy. It is also a key ally of the
West. It has adopted a multi-vectored foreign policy that seeks to build good ties with both
Moscow and Washington. It has neither joined the Russia-backed Collective Treaty Security
Organisation (CTSO) and Eurasian Economic Union (EAU) nor the US-backed North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) and the European Union (EU).   Armenia, on the other hand,
shares close ties with Russia which is also its principal security partner. It is a member of the
CTSO which has led Russia to deploy 5,000 troops in the country. This has significantly
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increased Yerevan’s security deterrence. In this context, Russia’s role in the region has been
geared towards diplomatically “managing” the conflict in South Caucasus. It appears that Russia
does not want to be seen taking sides between its two former republics. It also does not want
the warring sides to gravitate the Ukraine way towards NATO. This has seen Russia supply
military hardware not only to Armenia and Azerbaijan, but also to Turkey and Iran.

The United States’ (US) muted role in the conflict, though baffling, can be attributed to the
distraction caused by the impending elections, the global corona virus pandemic, and President
Donald Trump’s own Covid-19 infection.1

Energy is a crucial cog in the geopolitics of the region. Turkey, a net importer of energy carries
out significant oil and gas exploration in the Mediterranean. Turkey’s energy pipelines from the
Caspian Sea via Azerbaijan not only supply it with energy but also allow it to be a transit hub for
export of energy to Europe. The several strategic oil and gas pipelines, which are important for
Azerbaijan and Turkey as well as the US pass through Azerbaijan. The South Caucasus
Pipeline (SCP) routed through Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey and Southern Europe is aimed at
delivering Azerbaijani gas to Europe by connecting to the Trans Anatolian Pipeline (TANAP) and
Trans Adriatic Pipeline (TAP).2 The SCP will allow for a reduction in Europe’s dependency on
Russian gas as Russia will be completely by passed for transporting natural gas to Europe.  A
parallel pipeline—the Baku-Tblisi-Ceyhan pipeline—crosses the region of Tovuz and Southern
Georgia to terminate on Turkey’s Mediterranean port at Ceyhan. From here, the energy is
exported to world markets.3 The recent discovery of gas in the Black Sea is also significant as it
will provide Turkey an alternative to the expensive gas it imports from Iran through the Iran-
Turkey pipeline.4 Interference with energy routes or supplies by rival powers, either directly or
through another party, can lead to a potential confrontation in the region. If Azerbaijan, with the
active support of Turkey, emerges victorious in these conflicts it will thrust Turkey to a leadership
role in the energy geopolitics of the region at the expense of Russia and Iran.

Observers and commentators have highlighted the routing of mercenaries from Syria and Libya
to fight in support of Azerbaijan, thereby exacerbating the situation on ground.5 However, this
has been denied by both Azerbaijan and Turkey, notwithstanding the fact that the Turkey had
tacitly supported militia fighters in the Libyan civil war. There are reports emanating from the
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh Republic) spokesperson that Turkey has a deal with Gulbudin
Hekmatyar, a United Nations (UN) blacklisted terrorist, for sending Afghan mercenaries to
Azerbaijan.6 There have also been unverified reports of terrorists from the Afghan-Pakistan
border, Iran and Syria being paid huge sums for fighting Christian Armenia.7 While this
information is unverified, the participation of mercenaries would have concerned both Russia
and Iran.  These mercenaries can use Azerbaijan as a launch pad to enter Iran, which has the
largest Turkish Azerbaijani ethnic group, and Russia which remains apprehensive of radical
elements infiltrating its restive regions in the North Caucasus.

There have also been reports in the media of Pakistani fighters, essentially retired servicemen
and mercenaries, fighting alongside Azerbaijani forces.8 Armenia’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Avet Adonts has been widely quoted saying that he “can’t exclude the possibility” of Pakistani
fighters fighting on the ground alongside other mercenaries. There is, after all, a precedence for
the presence of Pakistani fighters in Nagorno-Karabakh during the military confrontation
between Armenia and Azerbaijan in the early 1990s. However, Pakistan’s Foreign Minister has
refuted these reports. Nevertheless, it may not be a coincidence that the Azerbaijan
Ambassador to Pakistan, Ali Adizada, met with General Nadeem Raza, Chairman, Pakistan’s
Joint Chief of Staff, as reported by Pakistan’s Inter Services public Relations (ISPR).9 Pakistan’s
Army Chief General Qamar Bajwa is also reported to have said earlier this month that his forces
fully support Azerbaijan’s position in Nagorno-Karabakh.10      
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Arguably, the South Caucasus features lower down in the hierarchy of India’s strategic outreach.
India’s bilateral trade with the region also remains low: annual trade with Azerbaijan is a shade
more than US $1 billion, while that with Armenia is less than $65 million. India signed a
friendship and cooperation treaty with Armenia in 1995 and has received three head of states
from the country, but none from Azerbaijan. India recently won a US$ 40 million contract to
supply four Swati Weapon Locating Radars to Armenia.11 Meanwhile, Indian companies such
as Oil and Natural Gas Company (ONGC), ONGC Videsh Limited (OVL), and Gas Authority of
India Limited (GAIL) have made investments in oil and gas projects in Azerbaijan. Yet, India’s
overall interest in the region remains perfunctory. Armenia has supported India over Kashmir
whereas Azerbaijan has supported the Turkey-Pakistan tandem. Turkey’s attempts to build a
block comprising Pakistan, Malaysia and Iran as a counter to India’s influence has not gone well
with New Delhi. Iran’s renewed stance on the Chahbahar project has also caused discomfiture
in the country. India has, therefore, taken a balanced and neutral stand expressing concern
while calling for restraint, and an immediate cessation of hostilities and resolution of conflict
through diplomatic negotiations.12 

The situation in the South Caucasus is on a dangerous tailspin due to conflicting interests and
geopolitical manoeuvrings. The tenuous humanitarian ceasefire agreement, negotiated by
Russia appears frayed, and has been marked by repeated violations. The territorial dispute
provides incendiary fodder for frequent localised kinetic engagements. This is further aggravated
by the geo-strategic interests of key regional and extra-regional actors. Notably, the
Organisation of Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) Minsk Group has not been
successful in mediating the conflict primarily because of the presence of a significant Armenian
diaspora in Russia, the US and France—the three core members of the group. Meanwhile, the
UN, which has often done the P5 countries bidding, appears to have an opportunity to redeem
itself, including from its perceived inaction in tackling the global COVID-19 pandemic.  There
appears to be a case for the UN to broker sustained peace in the region and not let vested
interests from exacerbating historical schisms through geopolitical machinations and energy
politics.

Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.
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WHAT IS BEHIND THE SPAT BETWEEN TURKEY AND
FRANCE?

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Relations between France and Turkey, two NATO members, hit a new low this month after
Recep Tayyip Erdogan launched a personal attack on his French counterpart Emmanuel
Macron following the latter’s call for reforming Islam. Last week, France recalled its Ambassador
from Turkey, for the first time, and Ankara called for a boycott of French goods.

The trigger

Turkey and France have clashed over a number of geopolitical issues in recent years. The
trigger for the latest clash was the French government’s support for Charlie Hebdo , the satirical
magazine whose office was attacked by al-Qaeda-linked jihadists in January 2015 over its
publication of a set of caricatures of Prophet Mohammed, to republish the cartoons. Ankara,
under Mr. Erdogan’s AK Party, has projected itself as a defender of (selective) Muslims causes
worldwide, and had slammed Mr. Macron earlier over his push to “reform” Islam in France.

On October 16, Samuel Paty, a middle school history teacher in Conflans-Sainte-Honorine, a
suburb of Paris, was beheaded by an 18-year-old Chechen after he showed his students
caricatures of the Prophet. Following Paty’s murder, the French government started an
operation to crack down on Islamist organisations, and President Macron stated that Islam was
in need of an “enlightenment”. While paying homage to Paty, government buildings in several
cities displayed the caricatures of the Prophet. While the French response triggered criticism in
Muslim countries, Mr. Erdogan launched the sharpest attack on Mr. Macron, saying he “needs
mental treatment”. In response, France recalled its Ambassador from Turkey.

Macron’s reform plan?

In early October, Mr. Macron outlined the substance of a long-awaited law which his government
is planning to introduce to regulate the practice of Islam in France. In September, after Charlie
Hebdo republished the cartoons when the trial of the suspected 14 accomplices of the terrorists
who attacked the magazine office in 2015 and killed 12 journalists began, Mr. Macron had
defended blasphemy, saying “the right to caricature is an essential part of being French”.

On October 3, while unveiling the essence of the Bill, which the government plans to formally
present in December, the President said the law was being brought in to fight “Islamist
separatism”, which is a “conscious, theorised, politico-religious project that materialises through
repeated deviations from the values of the republic and which often result in the creation of a
counter-society”. It will crack down on foreign influence in French Muslim communities and allow
the government to track funding for mosques from overseas. The government will also create a
certificate programme for the imams and ban homeschooling.

Geopolitical angle

While the immediate trigger was the Charlie Hebdo cartoons, there is a larger geopolitical
context to the rising tensions between Turkey and France. As Turkey, under Mr. Erdogan, is
trying to expand its influence to the erstwhile Ottoman territories, France has stood in its way. In
Libya, where Turkey is backing the Tripoli-based government, France has supported the Tobruk-
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based parallel government and the military campaign of the renegade General Khalifa Haftar
against Tripoli. In Eastern Mediterranean, Turkey has launched a gas exploration mission,
clashing with Greece and Cyprus, while France threw its weight behind the fellow EU members
and even sent French warships to the region. In the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict Turkey offered
unconditional support to the Azeri military offensive, while Mr. Macron slammed Ankara’s
“reckless and dangerous” intervention.

In all these cases, France and Turkey emerged as two opposing poles in the West and the East,
respectively. While France, the EU’s most powerful military, is trying to assert itself under Mr.
Macron, Mr. Erdogan’s neo-Ottoman foreign policy is ready to pick up fights wherever it sees an
opening. It was against this background, the cartoon controversy sent tensions soaring.
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‘CHINA IS A THREAT TO RELIGIOUS FREEDOM’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Mike Pompeo  

China is the “gravest threat” to the future of religious freedom, U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said on Thursday, in his latest verbal assault on Beijing during a whirlwind Asian tour.

Mr. Pompeo has made attacks against China the focus of his trip this week which kicked off in
India and included visits to Sri Lanka, the Maldives, Indonesia and, later Friday, Vietnam.

Crackdown on Uighur

In Indonesia — which has the world’s biggest Muslim population — Mr. Pompeo took aim at
China’s treatment of its Uighur Muslim minority.

“The gravest threat to the future of religious freedom is the Chinese Communist Party’s war
against people of all faiths: Muslims, Buddhists, Christians, and Falun Gong practitioners alike,”
Mr. Pompeo said in a speech on Thursday to major Muslim organisation the Nahdlatul Ulama.

“The atheist Chinese communist party has tried to convince the world that its brutalisation of
Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang is necessary as counter-terrorism or poverty alleviation,” he added.

Rights groups say that more than one million Uighurs languish in camps in the northwest
Xinjiang region as Beijing attempts to forcibly integrate the community and root out its Islamic
heritage.

China has denied the numbers and describes the camps as vocational centres that teach skills
to prevent the allure of Islamic radicalismfollowing a series of attacks.

“But we know that there is no counter-terrorism justification in forcing Uighur Muslims to eat pork
during Ramadan, or destroying a Muslim cemetery,” Mr. Pompeo said.
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THE INDIA-U.S. DEFENCE PARTNERSHIP IS
DEEPENING

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

The India-United States defence partnership received a major boost earlier this week with the
visit of U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and U.S. Defence Secretary Mark Esper for the
third round of the 2+2 Dialogue with their Indian counterparts, External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh. The joint statement spells out the highlights but
the optics are what define the visit. At a time when most ministerial engagements and even
summits are taking place virtually, the significance of two senior U.S. officials travelling to Delhi
a week before the U.S. goes to the polls conveys an unambiguous political message — the
defence partnership has come of age.

It has been a long process, with many ups and downs since the first modest steps were taken
with the end of the Cold War three decades ago. The 1991 Kicklighter proposals (Lt. Gen.
Claude Kicklighter was the Army commander at the U.S. Pacific Command) suggested
establishing contacts between the three Services to promote exchanges and explore areas of
cooperation. An Agreed Minute on Defence Cooperation was concluded in 1995 instituting a
dialogue at the Defence Secretary level together with the setting up of a Technology Group.

Also read | Indo-U.S. 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue brought ‘unprecedented cooperation’ between
two countries, say U.S. lawmakers

The end of the Cold War had helped create this opening but the overhang of the nuclear issue
continued to cast a shadow on the talks. There was little appreciation of each other’s threat
perceptions and the differences came to a head when India undertook a series of nuclear tests
in 1998. The U.S. responded angrily by imposing a whole slew of economic sanctions and
leading the international condemnation campaign.

An intensive engagement followed with 18 rounds of talks between the then External Affairs
Minister, the late Jaswant Singh, and then U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott
spanning two years that helped bring about a shift in perceptions. Sanctions were gradually lifted
and in 2005, a 10-year Framework for Defence Relationship established, followed by a Joint
Declaration on Defence Cooperation in 2013. The Framework agreement was renewed in 2015
for another decade.

The Framework laid out an institutional mechanism for areas of cooperation including joint
exercises, intelligence exchanges, joint training for multinational operations including disaster
relief and humanitarian assistance, technology transfer and a sharing of non-proliferation best
practices. Initial movement was slow; it gathered momentum once the nuclear hurdle was
overcome in 2008 with the India-U.S. civil nuclear deal.

Editorial | Two together: On India-U.S. ties and China

There were other factors at play too. Equally important was the progressive opening up of the
Indian economy that was registering an impressive annual growth rate of over 7%. Bilateral
trade in goods and services was $20 billion in 2000 and exceeded $140 billion in 2018. The four
million-strong Indian diaspora in the U.S. has come of political age and its impact can be seen in
the bipartisan composition of the India Caucus (in the House) and the Senate Friends of India
group. From less than $400 million of defence acquisitions till 2005, the U.S. has since signed
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defence contracts of $18 billion.

A bipartisan consensus supporting the steady growth in India-U.S. ties in both New Delhi and
Washington has been a critical supporting factor. The first baby steps in the form of the
Kicklighter proposals came in 1991 from the Bush administration (Republican) when P.V.
Narasimha Rao led a Congress coalition. Following the nuclear tests, Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee (Bharatiya Janata Party) welcomed President Bill Clinton (Democrat) to Delhi. The
visit, taking place after 22 years — the previous one being U.S. President Jimmy Carter’s visit in
1978 — marked a shift from “estranged democracies” to “natural allies”. A Congress coalition led
by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh carried the process forward with a Republican Bush
administration. Heavy political lifting was needed to conclude the historic nuclear deal in 2008,
removing the biggest legacy obstacle.

Also read | India, U.S. sign defence deals worth over $3 billion

The biggest push has come from Prime Minister Narendra Modi overcoming the “hesitations of
history” and taking forward the relationship, first with a Democratic Obama administration by
announcing a Joint Strategic Vision for the Asia-Pacific and Indian Ocean Region in 2015,
followed by elevating the India-U.S. Strategic and Commercial Dialogue (launched in 2009 and
the first round held in 2010) into the 2+2 dialogue in 2018 with the (Republican) Trump
administration reflecting the ‘Comprehensive Global Strategic Partnership’. Mr Modi is not
constrained (at least on the strategic side) unlike Dr. Singh during his second term who faced
opposition within his party, had a Defence Minister who preferred to shy away from any decision,
and often had to prod a reluctant bureaucracy.

The signing, last week, of the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) providing for
the sharing of geospatial data is the last of the foundational agreements. The first, General
Security Of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA), relating to security of each other’s
military information was signed in 2002. The Congress-led United Progressive Alliance
government signed the End Use Monitoring Agreement (EUMA) in 2009 but then dragged its
feet on the others on the grounds that it would jeopardise India’s strategic autonomy. However, it
was apparent that as military exercises with the U.S. expanded, both in scale and complexity,
and U.S. military platforms were inducted, not signing these agreements was perceived as an
obstacle to strengthening cooperation. Nearly 60 countries have signed BECA. In 2016,
Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) relating to exchange of logistics
support had been concluded, followed by Communications Compatibility and Security
Agreement (COMCASA) in 2018 permitting encryption standards of communication systems.
More than a 100 countries have signed these agreements with the U.S. Equivalent agreements
on logistics and mutual security of military communication have also been signed with France
but without the political fuss.

Developing the habit of working together has been a long process of building mutual respect and
trust while accepting differences. The U.S. is used to dealing with allies (invariably junior
partners in a U.S.-dominated alliance structure) and adversaries. India falls into neither
category. Therefore, engaging as equal partners has been a learning experience for both India
and the U.S. Recognising this, the U.S. categorised India as “a Major Defence Partner” in 2016,
a position unique to India that was formalised in the National Defense Authorisation Act (2017)
authorising the Secretaries of State and Defence to take necessary measures. It has helped that
India also joined the export control regimes (Australia Group, Missile Technology Control
Regime and Wassenaar Arrangement) and has practices consistent with the Nuclear Suppliers
Group where its membership was blocked by China spuriously linking it to Pakistan. In 2018,
India was placed in Category I of the Strategic Trade Authorisation, easing exports of sensitive
technologies.
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In every relationship, there is a push factor and a pull factor; an alignment of the two is called the
convergence of interests. An idea matures when the timing is right. After all, the Quad (Australia,
India, Japan and the U.S.) was first mooted in 2007 but after one meeting, it petered out till its
re-emergence now. Alongside the ministerial meeting in Tokyo earlier this month, India was
invited for the first time to also attend the Five Eyes (a signals intelligence grouping set up in
1941 consisting of Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the U.S.) meeting.

The policy debate in India is often caught up in ‘labels’. When Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
described non-alignment as the guiding principle of Indian foreign policy, it was designed to
expand India’s diplomatic space. Yet, in 1971, when the Cold War directly impinged on India’s
national security, a non-aligned India balanced the threat by signing the Treaty of Peace,
Friendship and Cooperation between the Government of India and the Government of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics. However, during the 1970s and 1980s, it was often hijacked by the
Non-aligned Movement tying up policy in ideological knots. Such became the hold of the label
that even after the Cold War, India defined strategic autonomy as Non-alignment 2.0! The Indian
strategic community needs to appreciate that policies cannot become prisoners of labels.
Ultimately, the policy objective has to enhance India’s strategic space and capability. That is the
real symbolism of the in-person meeting in Delhi.

Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and presently Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Research
Foundation
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and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2020-10-30

CABINET APPROVES MEMORANDUM OF
COOPERATION BETWEEN INDIA AND JAPAN ON
COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Japan

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has given its approval for
signing Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) between India and Japan on bilateral cooperation in
the field of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs).

The MoC will contribute in strengthening bilateral cooperation and mutual understanding in the
field of communications and will serve as a strategic initiative for India as Japan is an important
partner with “Special Strategic and Global Partnership” status.

The MoC will help in cooperation between two countries in various fields like 5G network,
telecom security, Submarine cable, standard certification of communication equipment,
utilization of latest Wireless Technologies and ICTs, ICTs capacity building, Public Protection
and Disaster Relief, Artificial Intelligence (AI) / Block Chain, Spectrum Chain, Spectrum
Management, Cooperation on Multilateral platforms etc.

The MoC will further enhance opportunities for India to get into global standardization process. 
Cooperation in ICTs technologies will help in strengthening ICTs infrastructure in the country. 
Cooperation in the development of future submarine cable networks and technologies will help
in boosting connectivity of mainland India to remote areas.  The MoC aims to promote human
capacity building in field of ICTs and further development of startup ecosystem which will
contribute in realizing the objectives of Atmanirbhar Bharat.

******

VRRK

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has given its approval for
signing Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) between India and Japan on bilateral cooperation in
the field of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs).

The MoC will contribute in strengthening bilateral cooperation and mutual understanding in the
field of communications and will serve as a strategic initiative for India as Japan is an important
partner with “Special Strategic and Global Partnership” status.

The MoC will help in cooperation between two countries in various fields like 5G network,
telecom security, Submarine cable, standard certification of communication equipment,
utilization of latest Wireless Technologies and ICTs, ICTs capacity building, Public Protection
and Disaster Relief, Artificial Intelligence (AI) / Block Chain, Spectrum Chain, Spectrum
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capacity building in field of ICTs and further development of startup ecosystem which will
contribute in realizing the objectives of Atmanirbhar Bharat.
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2020-10-30

CABINET APPROVES THE MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN INDIA AND CAMBODIA
ON COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF HEALTH AND
MEDICINE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: South-East Asia, ASEAN and India

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has approved the signing
of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Cambodia on cooperation in
the field of Health and Medicine.

The bilateral MoU will encourage cooperation between the two countries through joint initiatives
and technology development n the health sector.  It will strengthen bilateral ties between India
and Cambodia.  The MoU shall become effective on the date of its signature and shall remain in
force for a period of five years.

The main areas of cooperation between the two Governments include:

 

 

*******
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-10-30

INDIA UPSET BY KASHMIR DEPICTION ON RIYAL NOTE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Middle East

India on Thursday described the map of Kashmir in a new currency note of Saudi Arabia as a
“gross misrepresentation” of sovereign territory. Official spokesperson of the Ministry of External
Affairs Anurag Srivastava said during the weekly briefing that Delhi has taken up the issue at the
diplomatic level with Riyadh.

“We have conveyed our serious concern to Saudi Arabia, both through their Ambassador in New
Delhi as well as in Riyadh, for this gross misrepresentation of India’s external territorial
boundaries on an official and legal banknote of Saudi Arabia and asked the Saudi side for taking
urgent corrective steps in this regard,” said Mr. Srivastava asserting that “the entire Union
Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh are integral parts of India”.

The 20 riyal note was printed by the Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority on October 24 to
celebrate the Saudi presidency of the G20. The global outfit for international cooperation will
convene its next summit meeting on November 21-22 in virtual mode and the controversy has
cast a shadow on the preparatory days for the summit.

The map shows Kashmir as a separate entity between India and Pakistan. The map also
appears to depict Gilgit Baltistan and the Azad Kashmir areas out of Pakistani control. However,
it is not yet clear if Pakistan has lodged a formal complaint regarding the map.

We have... asked the Saudi side for taking urgent corrective steps in this regard

Anurag Srivastava

MEA spokesperson
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-10-30

CHINA SAYS POMPEO’S INDIA VISIT SHOWS US’
‘COLD WAR MENTALITY’

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

China on Wednesday slammed the US for what it called violation of “the norms of international
relations and basic principles of diplomacy" and instigating countries against Beijing.

This has exposed Washington’s “Cold War mentality and ideological bias", according to a
statement by the Chinese embassy in New Delhi. “The Chinese side expresses its firm
opposition to it," it said.

The comments were a reaction to US secretaries of state and defence, Mike Pompeo and Mark
Esper respectively, calling out China’s aggression against its neighbours in Asia as the world
has been focused on dealing with the aftermath of the covid-19 pandemic.

Pompeo, in particular, made a pointed reference to the 20 Indian soldiers killed in a clash with
Chinese People’s Liberation Army soldiers in Galwan in Ladakh in June and said that the US will
stand with India. That Pompeo and Esper travelled to India for the India-US 2+2 talks in the
midst of the pandemic could be read as a show of US support to India, which is in the midst of a
military standoff with China in Ladakh.

Pompeo accused China of encroaching into sovereign economic zones, “trashing the
environment" and indulging in massive illegal fishing. “America is different. We respect
sovereignty," he said.

China countered by saying that it is “known to all that China has been unswervingly committed
to peaceful development and developed friendly cooperation with our neighbours" based on
mutual respect.

“China has always upheld multilateralism and remained committed to maintaining an
international system with the United Nations at its core and an international order based on
international law. ...By hyping up the so-called ‘China threat’, the US is making pretexts for
maintaining its global hegemony and containing China’s development," according to the
embassy statement. “The boundary question is a bilateral matter...China and India have the
wisdom and ability to handle their differences properly. There’s no space for a third party to
intervene," it said.
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